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New science suite at Churchmead

CHURCHMEAD CE School’s new Headteacher, Chris Tomes and all the students and staff were delighted 
to welcome Bishop John, the Bishop of Oxford to the school this term.  Bishop John was the guest 
of honour at a special ribbon cutting ceremony to mark the opening of a new suite of ‘state of the 
art’ science laboratories.  The Chair of the school’s governing body, Eddie Carmichael, who is also a 
Diocesan Schools Adviser, and fellow governors also attended the event.
   Head of Science, Dominic Tones, commented, “I am delighted with our new facilities.  They reflect our 
achievements and high aspirations for Science Education at Churchmead”. The new facilities in Science 
are just part of the Datchet school’s programme of improving the learning environment.
   Earlier in the day the Bishop and members of the governing body were treated to a lively discussion/
lesson where students from Year Eight were able to ask the Bishop directly about his work in the 
Church of England.
Mr Tomes, added “It was great to show the Bishop of Oxford all that Churchmead has become, showing 
our vision and enthusiasm for dynamic teaching and learning”.
Report by Year 11 students Anisha Malik and Hossai Hakimi. 
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Feeding the 500,000
by Jill Moody 

AROUND 100 people from the 
Diocese and beyond packed into 
the St Clement’s Family Centre 
to take part in a conference on 
the future of foodbanks. It was 
organised by the Diocese of 
Oxford’s Social Responsibility 
Adviser, Alison Webster along 
with Niall Cooper from Church 
Action on Poverty. The invitation 
to the ‘Beyond Foodbanks’ 
conference had been sent out to 
various groups with an interest in 
food poverty. 
   A report by Oxfam and Church 
Action on Poverty (Walking the 
Breadline) estimates that 500,000 
people in the UK are now reliant 
on food aid.
   They heard a controversial 
message from Liz Dowler, a 
Professor of Food and Social 
Policy who told the group: ‘Food 
banks are not the way ahead 
for food poverty.’ She said they 
address some of the symptoms 
but not the cause and people turn 
to foodbanks when their income 
is too low or when state systems 
like benefits fail.

Sticking plaster solution

   Another speaker was Mark 
Ward from the Trussell Trust, 
which itself has around 400 
foodbanks across the country. He 
said they were a sticking plaster 
because systems that should have 
worked haven’t and added they 
would continue to be a sticking 
plaster for a certain part of the 
population because things like 
the welfare system will go wrong.
   Delegates at the conference 
also heard from the Church of 

England’s National Rural Officer 
and Jane Benyon who runs a 
foodbank in Oxford. There was 
time for the group to talk about 
their own experiences and share 
ideas, including foodbanks being 
run alongside credit unions and 
offering free school meals to all 
primary children.
   Throughout the day, which was 
attended by the Bishop of Oxford, 
there was a quote from the book 
of Proverbs on a banner behind 
the speakers which read: ‘If you 
oppress the poor, you insult their 
creator’. As one of the speakers 
talked of the campaign for a 
living wage, she warned: ‘People 
you are working with are being 
insulted on a daily basis.’
   Speaking after the day 
Alison Webster said : “The 
response to this event has been 
phenomenal, and the level of 
engagement, commitment and 
passion demonstrated by the 
attendees has been both exciting 
and humbling. 
   “Members of the Christian 
community are playing their part 
alongside others in responding 
with compassion to those in 
desperate crisis situations.”    
As the Door went to press the 
bishops of Oxford, Dorchester 
and Buckingham were signing 
up to join credit unions  on 
International Credit Union Day.  
   Credit Unions are another 
way the Christians are being 
encouraged to tackle poverty by 
investing in, borrowing from and 
volunteering to help these viable 
alternatives to pay day loans.  

Accessories of wood or real stone, 
craft made in northern India. Our
NGO producer for these utilitarian
objects exists simply to support the
artisans. Among other things, sales
even pay for free medical care for
whole comwhole communities. Buy for yourself,
or as gifts – your purchase supports
social progress! Look online or at
our shop in Woodstock, where many
more creative ideas also await you.

Online & On the A44 in Woodstock
OX20 1TH
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by Susanne Carr

A BENEFACTOR of St Dunstan’s 
Church Monks Risborough in 
Buckinghamshire has donated a 
six foot wide by three foot high 
painting by the Portugese artist 
Leonel dos Santos. 
   The picture, which depicts 
Christ’s crucifixion, is to be sold 
for church funds. 
   The background is a richly 
textured black, incorporating a 
black V in the centre, as if God is 
looking downwards. In this V dos 
Santos has deftly evoked a three 
foot high golden crucified Christ, 
his limbs like golden nails, and 
has scratched through the gold of 

his body to the black underneath 
to indicate his anatomy. The 
majesty of the painting lies 
in its understatement and 
simplicity: the less dos Santos 
puts down, the more the viewer 
perceives and feels. The blackness 
reminds us of the sun and moon 
darkening when Jesus died and 
the gold prompts thoughts of 
a gilded icon.The painting can 
be viewed by appointment with 
susannecarr2168@aol.com Sealed 
bids will be accepted until 20 
December 2013 and can be sent 
to The Reverend James Tomkins 
The Rectory Mill Lane Monks 
Risborough Bucks HP27 9JE. 

des Santos painting auction for church 
funds

Go ahead given for 
new archdeaconry
THE Church Commissioners 
have approved the decision 
to create a new Archdeaconry 
of Dorchester. The new 
archdeaconry will embrace the 
four ‘old Berkshire’ deaneries of 
Abingdon, Vale of White Horse, 
Wallingford and Wantage, 
alongside the deaneries of the 
Dorchester Episcopal Area. 
The intention is to strengthen 
the mission of the Church by 
aligning church structures with 
local authority boundaries.    
   The Pastoral Committee of the 
Church Commissioners reached 
the decision to proceed with the 
change after extensive informal 
and formal consultation. 
It is anticipated that a new 
Archdeacon of Dorchester will 
be appointed early in 2014.

Reflections from a recent visit to our partner diocese of Växjö
by Alastair Baine, Kevin Beer, 
Margaret Dixon, Cassa Messervy 
and La Stacey

A GROUP of curates 
have described their 
recentexperiences to 
our partner diocese of 
Växjö in Sweden. 

St Sigrid’s is a ‘folkhogskola’ 
- an educational 
establishment which 
has no parallel in UK. It 

provides education for adults to 
help them change their lives. We 
met a girl who had twice failed 
in mainstream schools and was 
now enjoying her classes; and 
an immigrant from Afghanistan 
who had arrived in the country 
and was now starting sixth-form 
education having completed his 
missing secondary education in 
one year. The Christian influence 
in the school was palpable, not 
just through daily Morning 
Prayer and the presence of a 
remarkable school chaplain, but 
in the ethos of the school. One 
pupil commented that since 
coming there they felt like a 
human being again.
   One of the most memorable  
pieces of work were year long 
confirmation classes for people 
aged about 14 at the cathedral. 
They had the opportunity to use 
the building in an inspirational 
way, learning about faith, trust,  
and listening to Bible stories. In 
Växjö about 80 per cent of young 
people attend these classes and 

are confirmed.
   Deacons in Sweden have a 
permanent and distinct role 
completely separate from priests. 
Before they begin their year-long 
theological training they have 
to be qualified social workers 
or nurses. They fulfil a pastoral 
role, working with various groups 
and individuals. Växjö Diocese 
is creating a Diakonicentrum 
(Deacon Centre) to work with 
people with drug problems, the 
homeless, immigrants and others. 
   At diocesan level, Växjö has 
adopted our ‘Living Faith’ 
strategy as ‘Til Tro’ (Towards 
Faith), with a minor but perhaps 
significant change: ‘Making 
Disciples’ has been adapted 

to ‘Discipleship Today’.  An 
exploration of this change 
revealed a significant difference 
in our understanding of mission: 
the Swedish Church reflected the 
established state church model 
whereby everyone was presumed 
to be a signed up member, despite 
the continuing decline of around 
one per cent per annum from 
today’s membership of 67.5 per 
cent of the population.  
   The Swedish church also 
operates as an institution for 
developing musical skills.  Each 
church we visited had at least one 
full time musician who would 
lead a variety of choirs, teach 
instruments and compose music. 
    On the Thursday evening our 

group was invited to join with 
members of St. Sigrid’s School 
for their regular communion 
service. A ‘scratch’ choir was 
made up of students in the 
community and able singers from 
our group who sang a hastily 
practised piece beautifully. People 
from each group, wrote and led 
the intercessions, address and 
blessing. 
   Our chance to experience 
something of Swedish spirituality 
came on Friday afternoon with 
canoeing on the incredibly 
beautiful still lakes near St 
Sigfrid’s school. It was truly an 
opportunity to say thank you to 
God for the beauty of the creation 
in Sweden!

New community hall opens in village church
STADHAMPTON has a 
brand new village hall 
– within the ancient St 
John’s  Church. 
“The Village Hall 
at St John’s”, was 
officially opened by 
MP Dr John Howell, 
a great supporter of 
the Project from the 
outset. The project 
has taken and five 
years and provides 
Stadhampton and 
Chiselhampton and 
the surrounding 
communities with 
a hall.  The Project 
provided improved 
heating, lighting and 
insulation for the Church as well 
as a kitchen and toilet facilities.  
The Church will now be more 
economical to run – on a like 
for like basis - because of the 
environmentally friendly changes 
that have been made.
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the 
Bishop of Dorchester, said: “I’m 
really excited to see this project 
come to fruition after many years 
of planning and fundraising. The 
idea of adapting the church to 
provide first class community 
facilities is a win for us all.  I hope 
it will be the blueprint for more 
similar projects in the future 

in other villages so 
that our churches 
can continue to serve 
the needs of the 
communities in the 
best way possible. 
That is exactly what 
the Church of England 
is here for.” 
The grand opening 
was followed by 
a weekend of 
celebrations including 
an afternoon of family 
fun and a service of 
celebration led by 
Bishop Colin. 

Above is the family fun day and below Bishop Colin cuts a celebratory cake with Ann Stead. 
Photos: William Wells

Re-ordering
BISHOP John has opened St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church, 
Stokenchurch, after a six month, 
£400,000 re-ordering project. 
  The nave floor has been leveled; 
the decaying pews replaced with 
oak benches; a new heating 
system has been installed; a vestry  
added into the north aisle; the 
pre-Victorian balcony has been 
reinstated; and a kitchen has been 
installed under the tower.  At the 
same time the church room was 
extended – doubling it’s size – and 
new storage and toilet facilities 
were added. Bishop John unveiled 
a community mosaic during the 
opening ceremony. 
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Gender violence campaign
by Alison Bennett

THE first major review of violence 
against women this year showed 
that 30 per cent of women world-
wide have experienced domestic 
violence. WHO Director-General 
Dr Margaret Chan said ‘Violence 
against women is a global health 
problem of epidemic propor-
tions’. 
   The 16 days of Activism is an 
international campaign which 
aims to increase awareness of this 
issue.  It starts on 25 November 
and ends on 10 December. Moth-
ers’ Union holds special consulta-
tive status at the Commission on 
the Status of Women at the UN 
where violence against women 
and girls is regularly on the 
agenda. This year when the topic 
was discussed, the final statement 
contained wording suggested by 
the Mothers’ Union on which all 
could agree.    
   In Papua New Guinea where 
between 70 per cent and 100 
per cent of women report abuse, 
Mothers’ Union members are 
educating communities to change 
their ways. In the Democratic Re-
public of Congo where 48 women 
are raped every hour, Mothers’ 
Union facilitates the integration 

of women and girls back into 
their communities after they have 
been abandoned by soldiers who 
abducted, raped and forced them 
to be their slaves. (The men in the 
villages had previously been turn-
ing away these victims and their 
babies, conceived from rape).  
   In South Sudan, where 59 per 
cent of women report abuse, 
those who have attended the 
Mothers’ Union Literacy and 
Financial Education programme 
say that men have stopped abus-
ing them as they  now have their 
respect.  
   Here in the UK, where a quarter  
of women report abuse, Mothers’ 
Union often provides toiletries 
and underwear for women in 
refuges and home starter packs 
when they are re-housed. Mem-
bers have lobbied successive 
governments for a change in the 
benefits system so that these 
women do not have to wait so 
long for financial aid.  
   The details of this campaign 
can be found on the website 
http://www.mothersunion.org/
content/16-days-activism-pack or 
by calling 020 7222 5533. Anyone 
can join in during each of the 16 

days – you might care to share 
a Tweet, write a letter and pray. 
This issue won’t go away tomor-
row but we can all take some kind 
of action.  
   Men also suffer domestic abuse 
and whilst the numbers are much 
lower, we should be mindful of 
this and remember them (and 
the perpetrators) in our prayers, 
although this campaign is specifi-
cally about women.

Alison Bennett, Mothers Union 
Social Policy Contact for Oxford 

Diocese

THE Bishop of Oxford the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard will be one of 57 
Church of England bishops taking 
part in the White Ribbon Campaign 
on 25 November.  
   Bishop John will be wearing a 
white ribbon as part of a national 
campaign against domestic violence. 
It is linked to the First Man Stand-
ing, a church-based response calling 
on men to be the first standing 
against gender based violence.        
   For more on how parishes can get 
involved see www.restoredrelation-
ships.org  and www.whiteribbon-
campaign.org.uk.

Adventurous project for youth
by Jo Duckles

THE challenge is on to raise 
£450,000 in the next year for an 
adventure base where thousands 
of youngsters can enjoy action 
packed activities in a Christian 
environment.
   The new base is at the Windmill 
Farm Conference Centre in 
Clanfield, Oxfordshire, which 
was set up in 2002 by a family 
of Christian farmers. Adventure 
Plus has worked with them for 
more than 10 years. The family 
has offered Adventure Plus the 
chance to buy the conference 
centre and 50 acres with two 
copses of land at the back of the 
conference centre.    
   The charity needs to raise 
£500,000 before June next year, 
then £425,000 by June 2015 
and £425,000 by June 2016. 
£100,000 has already been raised 
or pledged. 
   The conference centre already 
boasts a climbing wall, sports 
hall, kitchen and catering 
facilities and accommodation.   
Jon Cox, founder of Adventure 
Plus has plans for a bushcraft 
area, ropes courses, climbing 
walls, archery range, mountain 
bike trails and a host of 
other facilities at the land in 
Oxfordshire. 
   AdventurePlus has been a 
registered charity since 1990. 
It was set up after Jon returned 
from Sudan, where he had seen 
amazing answers to prayer that 
encouraged him in his faith. 
When he met an old school 

friend who at 23 was already 
bored with life, he realised the  
contrast between cultures and the 
faithless lack of purpose common 
in western society. So, realising a 
calling to encourage young people 
to ‘live the adventure of faith’ he 
set up Adventure Plus. 
   Adventure Plus now helps 
schools, youth organisations, 
churches and DofE expeditions 
among others. It provides 
adventure holidays for Christian 
and non Christian youngsters 
through into adulthood. It 
provides a gap year with a 
mixture of adventure training as 
well as discipleship and Biblical 
leadership training. It also has 
a specialist unit working with 
chaotic young people and those 

at risk of school exclusion or 
descending into a life of crime. 
   Jon said: “The good news is we 
are receiving ever more requests 
for our services. Each call is a 
chance for our qualified Christian 
instructors to get alongside 
young people and invite them on 
our total Adventure Holidays. We 
urgently need a purpose built, 
high quality adventure centre if 
we are to be able to continue to 
respond to these opportunities.”
    For more information, to 
visit the centre or invite Jon to 
speak at your church email  jon@
adventureplus.org or call 01993 
703308. 

Peace garden at Dr South’s

New Bishop of Nandyal
THE Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson, has sent his 
congratulations and best wishes 
to the partner Diocese of Nandyal 
on the election of the Revd 
Pushpalalitha Eggoni as the new 
Bishop of Nandyal.
   Bishop Pushpal is the first 
woman bishop in the Church of 
South India, and indeed in the 
family of the Episcopal Church in 
Asia. Bishop Alan has met Bishop 
Pushpal on a number of occasions 
and hopes to spend time with her 
on his  visit at the end of October.
   Bishop Pushpal’s appointment 
comes just weeks after 

Oxfordshire clergywoman, the 
Revd Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, was 
been appointed as the 7th Bishop 
of Waikato in New Zealand. 
Helen-Ann served as full-time 
Director of Biblical Studies and 
Lecturer in New Testament at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon from 
2008 to 2011. For the last two 
years she has been Dean of St 
John’s College, Auckland, NZ.
   Helen-Ann trained locally on 
the Oxford Ministry Course at 
Cuddesdon, was ordained in 2005 
and served her curacy in the 
neighbouring village of Wheatley, 
and then later at Littlemore. 

A NEW peace garden and sparkling refurbished buildings at 
Dr South’s CE Primary School have been officially opened by 
Bishop John. 
   Huw Morgan, headteacher said all four classrooms and 
the toilets had been refurbished. He said: “As part of the 
distinctiveness of being a church school, we wanted to give the 
children somewhere where they could reflect and be quiet.  
   “The children came up with plans and suggestions for what 
they wanted in the area, and two parents at the school who 
are gardeners are giving up masses of time.” Older children are 
writing a prayer book and younger pupils are making prayer 
flags that can wave in the wind and take their thoughts to God. 

Birthday surprise for vicar
PUPILS from Stoke 
Goldington CE First School in 
Buckinghamshire organised a 
surprise 70th birthday party 
for their village vicar, who they 
affectionately know as Revd 
Janet.

    All 27 children made bunting 
to decorate their playground, 
baked two cakes and designed 
a birthday card for their special 
guest. Parents and governors 
joined teachers and children to 
surprise the Revd Janet in the 
playground when she visited  
thinking she was about to take 
her Wednesday afternoon 
assembly. They presented her 
with gifts of vouchers, chocolates 
and flowers along with a big 
balloon followed by a celebratory 
rendition of ‘Happy Birthday’ 
and afternoon tea. Earlier in the 
week Janet had conducted the 
School’s special Harvest Festival 
service at St. Peter’s Church. The 
children sang songs, read out 

their own poems and prayers 
and proudly presented harvest 
pictures they had made in School.         
   Deputy Headteacher Mrs 
Marie-Claire Parsons said: “This 
birthday surprise was our way of 
thanking Janet for everything 
she does for all of us at school. 
We really appreciate her input 
into our setting and the children 
were very excited to treat her to 
a special afternoon of her very 
own.”
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Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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Children in Church

by Sarah Meyrick

From to time, churches are no longer 
needed for regular worship, usually 
because the centre of population 
has shifted away from its historic 

location. The Churches Conservation Trust 
looks after 340 such churches and works to 
conserve and promote them as part of our 
heritage.
   In Beautiful Churches, published this 
autumn, the Trust has produced a rather 
gorgeous coffee table book that features 
36 of its most spectacular and interesting 
buildings. The author, Matthew Byrne, is 
a Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society 
and is respected for his architectural 
photography.  
   As the Prince of Wales (the Trust’s 
President) acknowledges in his 
introduction, selecting which churches 
to feature can’t have been easy. Byrne 
writes that he has chosen just 36 in an 
attempt to present a geographical and 
historical spread, in terms of architecture 
and furnishings. He’s devoted space to 
setting each church in the context of its 
surroundings, and there is also a preface on 
the work of the Trust, and an introduction 
to church architecture. A helpful map 
makes it easy to spot churches in favourite 
parts of the world. Door readers may be 
interested to know that the local churches 
featured are St Katherine’s, Chiselhampton 

and All 
Saints, 
Nuneham 
Courtenay, 
both of which 
are Georgian. 

   The author 
describes 
the tiny St 
Katherine’s 
as a ‘doll’s house’ church, easily missed 
by passing motorists because of its size 
and the high hedge that obscures it. The 
text includes a poem by John Betjeman 
composed in aid of the church’s restoration 
in the 1950s. All Saints, in contrast, is a 
rather grander affair, built as an ornament 
in the classically landscaped Nuneham 
Courtenay park. A family chapel, it is full 
of monuments to the Harcourt family, but 
was eventually abandoned and gradually 
fell into disrepair when the Harcourts left 
the estate for Stanton Harcourt, 

   Every church featured has a story to tell 
about how its fortunes rose and fell. The 
other churches in nearest reach to readers 
are probably the Saxon St John the Baptist, 
Inglesham in Wiltshire, and the Norman St 
Peter’s, Northampton. But there are plenty 
more fascinating buildings to choose from, 
and the book will appeal to church crawlers 
and armchair readers alike.

 Sarah Meyrick is the Director of Com-
munications for the Diocese and Strate-
gic Advisor to the Bishop of Oxford. 

Beautiful Churches: Saved by the 
Churches Conservation Trust
Matthew Byrne
Frances Lincoln ISBN 978-0-7112-
3453-6 £20

by Clare Sykes

Generous Ecclesiology is a series 
of eight essays that seeks to 
generate a conversation about 
the nature of the Church and 

its task in the wake of the Mission Shaped 
Church Report of 2004 and its critic For the 
Parish by Davison and Milbank, 2010.  
   The contributors to this debate mirror 
the book’s title.  All are in active ministry 
across a wide range of settings and within 
different ecclesial traditions and this 
generates an eclectic mix of views and 
perspectives.  At heart, the contributors 
want us to explore with them the depth 
of the Church’s calling to be rooted in 
sacramental worship in order that we 
might be free to be in the world as agents 
of God’s mission.  
   ‘The Church cannot fulfil this call 
to embody God’s purpose apart from 
worship; nor can the Church be itself if 
it neglects the call to participate in the 
world.’  To think that God is only active 
within a traditional parish setting or Fresh 
Expression is to limit our horizons and 
faith in the God who acts.  
   The contributors help us to critically 
explore episcopacy, popular culture, health 
care chaplaincy; the historical roots of 
Anglo-Catholic social action; the Kingdom 
of God; Inculturation; Assurance from a 

Methodist 
perspective 
and 
inclusive 
catholicity.  

   Ian 
Mobsby 
rounds up 
with an 
afterword 
describing 
the book as 
‘a brave and 
important 
contribution 
to the 
debate… 
which is broadly speaking a debate 
about redemptive versus incarnational 
theologies’ .  As an ecumenical church, we 
are called to be focused on Christ and his 
world first with structures that support 
our primary calling.  

“...focused on Christ and 
his world first...”

   This is a book for anyone engaged in 
the mission and ministry of the church – 
which should be every baptised Christian.   
It will be of particular interest to those in 
licensed ministry who have responsibility 
for being vision bearers and teachers in 
local settings.

Clare Sykes is the Rector of the Osney 
Benefice in Oxford. 

Generous Ecclesiology: Church, 
World and the Kingdom of God
Editoed by Julie Gittoes, Brutus Green 
and James Heard. 
London, SCM Press ISBN-13: 
9780334046622 £19.99

REAL God in the Real World by Trystan 
Owain Hughes is BRF’s 2013 Advent 
book. This book offers a lively, 
engaging, and accessible look at 
the theme of the Incarnation, the 
mysterious event at the heart of 
Christmas, using personal stories, 
illustrations from popular culture 
and the arts, as well as daily Bible 
readings. The starting-point is what 
the ‘Word made flesh’ means for us 
and how the first Christmas should 
still have an impact on our everyday 
lives. 
   BRF are also promoting The Gingerbread Nativity, a four 
week exploration of Advent using the tradition of making 
and decorating gingerbread houses and biscuits. It’s ideal for 
Sunday schools, Messy Church and includes Advent reflections 
and discussion starters as well as instructions, recipes and 
templates. 
   Also new for 2013 is Haphazard by Starlight by Janet Morley. 
The book , published by SPCK, offers a poem a day from Advent 
to Ephiphany, complete with a commentary. It is a companion 
volume to Janet Morley’s 2011 Lent book, the Heart’s time. 
 

Win a real Advent calendar

THE Real Advent 
Calendar is a 
new and fun 
way for parents, 

grandparents and 
Godparents to share the 
Christmas story. Behind 
each of the 25 window there 
is a Fairtrade chocolate star 
and a few words from the 
Christmas story. Behind 
the final window there is 
a 24-page Christmas story 
booklet to read, keep and 
enjoy. 
    As well as celebrating the 
true meaning of Christmas, 
the Calendar makes a 
charity donation to The 
Children’s Society from 
every sale. The Real Advent 
Calendar is available from 
Tesco stores nationwide 
and other retailers. The 
Advent calendar is the latest in a line of 
products from the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company following the success of the 
Real Esater Egg, launched in 2012. David 
Marshall, founder fo the company, says: 
“Farmers in the developing world receive 
a good price for their produce. They also 
receive a premium cash payment to invest 
in their community — enabling them to 
buy everything from schoolbooks to solar 
panels.”

   Churches, schools and groups can 
reserve orders with Tesco now. Ask at your 
local store for a manager’s order: product 
number 74819584) or see the Tesco store 
locator at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop
   And the Door has three calendars to give 
away in this  month’s prize draw. To enter 
the draw send your name and address to 
Real Advent Calendar Competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing 
date for entries is Friday, November 8. 

Resources for Advent 2013

Win The Image of Christ in Modern Art
THE Door has three copies of The Image 
of Christ in Modern Art to give away. The 
book, written by the former Bishop of 
Oxford, Richard Harries, explores the 
challenges presented by the radical and 
rapid changes of artistic style in the 20th 
century to artists who wished to relate 
to traditional Christian imagery. For the 
chance to win send your name and address 
to Image of Christ Competition, The Door, 

Diocesan Church 
House, Noth 
Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford,  
OX2 0NB. The 
closing date for 
entries is Friday,  
November 8. 
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BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

 

01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.

“No pencil can draw it, no colours can paint 
it, and no words can describe it in all its 
magnificence”wrote Payer, a famous observer 
of the Northern Lights. This surreal light show 
is a natural phenomenon caused by electrically 
charged solar particles passing into the Earth’s 
atmosphere. It’s inspired myths and legends 
over the years and Norwegian sailors would say 
that the display was the souls of young maidens 
waving and dancing in the night sky. 

No-one has seen the Northern Lights and not 
been caught in awe by this magical display. 
This winter NASA has forecast some of the 
strongest Northern Lights activity in 10 years 
which will increase your chance of experiencing 
this magnificent natural lightshow.

Sail Norway’s iconic coastline 
IN SEARCH OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

ARCTIC HIGHLIGHTS 
Tromsø – Kirkenes – Tromsø

Our Arctic Highlights voyage spends its entirety within the Arctic 
Circle. This gives you the best opportunity to see the Northern 
Lights and the chance to take part in some fantastic winter 
excursions to areas of this frozen land seldom seen by tourists.

To book or for more details please call 
Peter Goord Travel on 01752 364186

Prices are in £s per person based on two people travelling together sharing a twin unspecified inside cabin. Your holiday price includes: Return economic 
direct flight from Gatwick or Bristol where specified to Tromsø including current taxes and charges, voyage in an unspecified inside cabin including half 
board, 1 night (5-day voyage) or 2 nights (6-day voyage) at a centrally-located hotel in Tromsø including breakfast, transfers as applicable. 
Not included: Travel insurance, luggage handling, and optional excursions not included.

5 or 6 days half board
Including direct flights 
from London Gatwick
Selected dates from 
January – March 2014

From £999pp

6 days half board
Including direct flights 
from Bristol
Departure date: 
13 February 2014

From £1119pp

CLASSIC ROUND VOYAGE 
Bergen – Kirkenes – Bergen

This journey is the ultimate voyage with Hurtigruten.  
You will get the opportunity to see and experience the 
fantastic nature that Norway has to offer whilst visiting  
34 ports and covering over 2,500 nautical miles.

Prices are in £s per person based on two people travelling together sharing a twin unspecified inside cabin. Your holiday price includes: 
Return economic flight from London Gatwick or Bristol where specified to Bergen including current taxes and charges, voyage in an  
unspecified inside cabin including full board, transfers as applicable. Not included: Travel insurance, luggage handling and optional excursions 
not included in price.

12 days full board
Including direct flights from 
London Gatwick or Bristol
Departure dates: 5, 12, 27 February and 
6 March 2014 (London Gatwick); 17 March 2014 (Bristol)

From £1479pp Breathtaking landscapesComfort on board

ALL VOYAGES BOOKED INCLUDE £50 ONBOARD CREDIT!*

*£50 onboard credit is per cabin (£25 for single bookings) on voyages booked before 31 October.

88888 / 88888

      V7545
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Going for growth in Finchampstead
by Jo Duckles

THE Revd Julie Ramsbottom is in the 
process of taking over as Area Dean of 
Sonning, from the Revd Canon David 
Hodgson. Julie is in the privileged position 
of running two growing churches, St 
James’ Finchampstead and St Mary and St 
John, California.
   With 270 people across her parishes 
attending the various services each 
Sunday, and people  having to be turned 
down when they apply for tickets for 
some Christmas events, Julie has found 
attendance has been growing for years. 

   “Our next challenge is planning for the 
expansion of our ministry to encompass 
new residents. We are always planning for 
the next step,” says Julie. Within her patch 
is a ‘Strategic Development Location’, 
where new housing is expected. She is 
taking advice from Parish Development 
Advisers as well as Yvonne Morris, 
Diocesan Children’s Adviser as she plans 
for congregation growth. 
   Every week an 8am service is followed 
by family services and children’s activities. 
Julie says: “We have a wonderful manor 
house that is the St James’s Church Centre 
and virtually every room is used. We have 

children’s clubs at 9.30am and 11am 
for both services and there are usually 
70 people at our family services and 
over 100 at our 11am services. “
   Between the churches there are 
usually 270 worshippers each Sunday. 
“We are growing and I suspect that if 
we get numbers beyond 500 there will 

be a challenge because we 
just don’t know where else 
to put anybody. 
   “We have just started 
a growing leaders course 
which we have done a lot of 
work on.  That will be the 
next stage because there is 
always something going on. 
   When she spoke to the 
Door Julie had just held a 
harvest service and was 
planning services for All 
Souls, Remembrance, and 
then moving on to Advent, 
Christingle and carols. 
   “Our Christingle is 
ticketed. We have a capacity 
of 700 and usually 770 
to 800 people apply for 
tickets. We have a growing 
staff team and a good lay 
involvement.”

   

Around the Deaneries

When dreams come true
IT took David Horrocks and 
the team from Arborfield six 
months of planning to put 
together the five-day summer 
holiday club that attracted 400 
children.
   There were 150 volunteer 
helpers who helped run the 
sports, and fairground stalls, 
crafts and inflatables. The 
club, that has been running 
every year for 50 years and 
is always based on Bible 
stories, focused on the story 
of Joseph and his technicolour 
dreamcoat. 
   David Horrocks, organiser, 
said: “We were hugely grateful 
to the headteacher Patrick 
Pritchett, and others at the 
Coombes CE Primary School 
who once again allowed us 
to run the club on their field, 
and to borrow so much of their 
equipment for the week as well.  
It’s very hard to imagine how 

we could ever do it without all 
the support we receive from 
the school, the Parish Council, 
and various others in the local 
community.”

Area Dean: the Revd Julie Ramsbottom
Lay Chair:  Martin Hughes
Parishes: 14 and two conventional districts
Churches: 19 church buildings and three 
congregations meeting in school/community 
buildings.
Benefices: 12
Clergy: 35

EXCITED four and five year olds have become the first children to have lessons at the Charvil CE 
Primary School. The school opened its doors in September and is part of the Piggott CE Academy, 
an academy that has been classed as outstanding by both Ofsted and the Church of England’s own 
Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools.
   Each year more children will join the school, which will provide education for up 210 pupils by 2019. 
Those pupils will then have the option of moving up to the Piggott School without going through the 
usual application process. Charvil is part of the Piggott Academy Trust. Headteacher Hilary Winter, said: 
“We already provide French and PE teachers who go out and work in the primary sector. I saw this as 
an extension of what we were already doing. The local authority was looking at ways of providing more 
primary schools because of a population growth in the area.”
Above: Students and staff from the Piggott CE Academy are pictured escorting the Charvil pupils to a recent fun run.

A brand new school in Charvil

Ann Potts, a licensed lay minister at St Sebastian’s Church in 
Wokingham, is pictured praying with prisoners in Mityana, Uganda. 
Ann first went to Uganda 10 years ago and has developed such a 
heart for the country she now visits three times a year, working 
with children, prisoners and people affected by HIV. She says: “I got 
involved straight away and found the people delightful. The need is 
so great out there so I just keep going and spend quite a lot of time 
there.”

Stage Fright 
CHILDREN are pictured performing as part 
of Stage Fright, a theatre organisation run 
as a Fresh Expression of church by the Revd 
Michael Johnson,, a youth worker at All Saints, 
Wokingham. 

   The Wokingham based initiative runs theatre 
projects and group workshops for young 
people to explore life experiences and personal 
values. Themes of the performances include 
parables, miracles, Cambodia, Fairtrade and 
the empty tomb. The youth theatre meets every week on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at a youth 
centre in Wokingham. Parents pay what they can afford and some places are offered free, thanks to a 
supplementary grant from Sonning Deanery.  Since 2009 Stage Fright has been running after school theatre 
clubs for children in years five and six. It also runs two summer residentials every August for children aged 
eight to 17 from all over the country.

Serving the poor in Uganda
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DO YOU LOVE TO READ?
THE OXFORDSHIRE TEABOOKS
PROJECT NEEDS BOOK-LOVING

VOLUNTEERS
TO RUN LOCAL BOOK GROUPS

FOR OLDER PEOPLE

Interested?
Please contact us on
01865 514149 or email
contactus@bookfeast.net
WWW.BOOKFEAST.NET

Advertising

8

by Sarah Meyrick

To the uninitiated, social media can 
be bewildering. Even if you happily 
inhabit the online world to check 
the weather forecast, do your 

shopping or pay your bills, the step on to 
blogging or using Facebook or Twitter can 
be a big one. 
   There’s little doubt that social media 
offers exciting new possibilities to share 
the Gospel and to interact with people we 
might not otherwise connect with. We 
can communicate with people faster and 
more cheaply than ever before. And this 
is the crucial point: social media is more 
about the social than the media. It’s about 
conversation, not computers. 
   And this isn’t simply about connecting 
with younger people, important though 
that is: 2013 figures showed that almost 53 

per cent of the UK population is registered 
on Facebook, for example. Many others use 
Twitter, LinkedIn and other social media 
tools. If you’re not one of them, you may be 
missing out.

It’s about conversation, 
not computers.

   Nonetheless, social media can take us 
into new territory where we need to think 
differently. It is interactive, conversational 
and open-ended and, crucially, 
happens in a public space. 
   As Christians, the same 
principles that guide our offline 
conversations should apply to 
those that take place online. So, 
for example, interacting through 
social media does not change our 
understanding of confidentiality, 
responsibility and Christian 
witness.
   From the case studies below 
you’ll see that many individuals 
and parishes are making 
imaginative use of social media 
and embracing the opportunities 

on offer. But a note of caution: social media 
is a tool, not an end in itself; it needs to be 
your servant, not your master. 
   To help your thinking, the 
communications team has come up with 
some social media guidelines, which cover 
legal considerations, and issues such as 
tone, security and safeguarding. You can 
find them online (www.oxford.anglican.org/
social-media-guidelines). 
Sarah Meyrick is the Diocesan Director of 
Communications and Strategic Advisor to the 
Bishop of Oxford. 

Social media is an addictive, 
evolving and has become 
an invaluable way of life for 
millions of people. The Door 
explores how churches are 
using it to their advantage. 

To Tweet or not to Tweet?

by Jo Duckles

“COME to our 4pm Harvest service this 
Sunday — delicious cakes served with tea 
afterwards and a big tractor to climb on.” 
That was the latest status update on the 
Facebook Page of St Peter and St Paul’s 
Parish Church in Buckingham when the 
Door was going to press.  
   And while he’s not sure whether the 
Facebook page is attracting people to 

church services, the Revd Will Pearson 
Gee, Rector, says it is attracting those who 
would not normally come to church to their 
various events. 
   “It’s an absolutey key part of our publicity 
strategy. For anything we do we produce 
fliers with QR codes on them and we’ll also 
make sure that we starte generating lots of 
tweets and Facebook posts as well. 
   Will updated the site as soon as he got 
back from his holiday this summer. The 
website has a modern feel and was newly 

instigated by Will when he started in 
Buckingham in 2010. 
   “The first thing I did was to get a new 
website. I insisted on having a site that 
woudn’t rely on one person to update it. 
We got a staff member who is good with 
technical stuff and got our Facebook feed 
added on. Some people don’t use email any 
more, they do everything on Facebook. You 
can’t afford not to have a Facebook page.”
    Will admits that someone has to keep 
an eye on the church Facebook page, ready 
to remove any unsavoury posts. He is one 
of the administrators for both the Church 
Twitter and Facebook accounts and uses 
Hootsuite, one of  a number of helpful 
dashboards that allows you to update both 
social media sites at once. 
    “It’s amazing how many people come 
to us because of the website. Okay, I am 
probably talking about Christians now, 
but lots of people moving into the area 
will listen to sermons online and judge 

which church they are going to go to by the 
website. That doesn’t necessarily reflect 
what is happening in the church building, 
but people will look at the site and realise 
that this isn’t Dibley, but it’s modern and 
happening.”
    He said he would encourage church 
leaders to be open to social media, and to 
pray for someone to come along who can 
handle the more technical side of things. 
 www.facebook.com/pages/St-Peter-
and-St-Paul-Buckingham
www.buckinghamparishchurch.org.
uk/

Let’s Face (Book) it, it’s the future

by Holly Campbell

SOCIAL media is proving to be a growing 
communication tool for the Parish 
Church of St Peter and St Pauls in Olney. 
A Facebook group has been set up by 
the church so that it can keep in touch 
with its community. The open group — 
anyone who has a Facebook account can 
join — enables members to post their 
own comments regarding local church 
events and upload photographs for others 
to view.  It is particularly useful for older 
people.   
   Notifications are received by the rest of 
the members to let them know that there 
is a new post. This way of communicating 

has proved to be a lot quicker and more 
effective than the old method of email, 
used before the Facebook group was 
created. It was this instant interaction that 
attracted the church to keep the group 
updated. 
   The  Revd Thelma Shacklady, a retired 
Priest and regular contributor to the 
Facebook group, said that she uses it to 
comment on how well events held by 
the church are received. This is echoed 
through comments and pictures of a 
collection of group members enjoying  
attending events such as the Harvest Hog 
Roast held on the 28th of September. 
   Speaking on the usefulness of the 

Facebook group, Thelma Shacklady also 
said “I recently bought a tablet”- a mobile 
computer device that allows users to 
connect to the internet wirelessly.    She 
added that this helped her to keep up to 
date with the group from her bed or first 
thing in the morning rather than being 
restricted to using a desktop computer.    
  Thelma, 75, said: “If you are living on your 
own it is a way of having a conversation. 
It provides company and a way of being 
part of a group even when you are sitting 
on your own in your own living room. It is 
a way of keeping in touch and finding out 
what is going on, whatever age you are 
really.”     

Keeping in touch from your living room

• Plumbing, electrical
• Handyman & more

0845 22 50 495
www.the50plus.co.uk

- The 50plus - 

Visit the web site for offers
• Free estimates  • Friendly advice
• Pensioner discount   • NICEIC registered
• Gas Safe service in most areas
• Serving domestic & business customers of all ages

Showers, bathrooms and 
kitchens supplied and fitted

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Tel: 01494 678811 
 

 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

Care services 
in your own 
home 
 

-  

  Flexible & tailored care around the clock 
 Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one 
 Over 26 years experience of providing high 
quality care services 

 

-  

Call now for a FREE assessment 

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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To Tweet or not to Tweet?

by Jo Duckles

The verb for communicating on 
Twitter is actually ‘tweet’ and 
although at first glance the site 
might look overwhelming, it can 

be a great tool for connecting with others 
and keeping up to date on what’s going 
on in the world. When it was set up it was 
christened: ‘a blog for people who don’t 
have time to blog.’
   The Revd Claire Alcock, a part-time 
priest in the Langtree team, finds the 
microblogging site both an evangelistic 
tool and a way of connecting with other 
ministers. The Revd Pam Smith, who runs 
the ichurch.org, an internet based church, 
first tried Twitter just to try it and found 
herself networking with all sorts of people 
on all sorts of subjects, from television to 
politics.  
   Claire, who has been a curate for three 
years, uses Twitter to connect with 
other ministers and also blogs as a way 
of continuing the reflective process she 
started when she began ordination training 
at Ripon College, Cuddesdon. “I’m in a 
rural village in a multi parish benefice and 
have limited contact with other ministers, 
which can sometimes be rather limiting 
for an extrovert!”  Claire who is married 
with three children, works two days a week 
as a House for Duty curate on top of her 
Sunday church duties and studying for an 
MA in ministry. She finds the immediacy 
of Twitter when asking other clergy what 
they do in certain situations invaluable, and 
also uses it as a place to advertise her Blog, 
which serves two purposes – to reflect on 
ministry and to reach people who might 
not otherwise have contact with the church.    
She also follows links to blogs or sites like 

the Huffington Post for a fix of daily news. 
   Claire had found lively debates on subjects 
like whether confirmation is a sacrament 
and whether clergy stick to the hours they 
are supposed to work. “I had over 100 
replies about clergy work within an hour. 
Some say they are overwhelmed, working 
more than 70 hours a week and only one 
said they stop at 39.   
   “People, who if they came to church would 
probably feel left out, comment on the blog. 
People are interested in a blog about life, 
even if it is unashamedly religious. I try to 
make it about a real, ordained person in the 
real world. It’s a way for people to access 
the Christian faith who may not otherwise 
be able to.”  
   Pam, who Tweets on everything from 
television including the Great British Bake-
Off to politics, has met plenty of clergy 
from other dioceses tweeting on politics 
and has found that by using the # symbol 
she can be visible to people who are not 
following her. “When you get a certain 
number of followers people start following 
you because you sound interesting,” says 
Pam, who advises uploading a photograph 
of yourself, or an avatar, rather than leaving 
the egg symbol that suggests you do not 
use Twitter very often. 
   “Use your Twitter biography to say 
something about yourself. Look at what 
others have written and say something 
interesting about yourself. You create a 
Christian presence online and be aware that 
even if people don’t know what your name 
is, if they know you are a Christian they 
will be surprised if you post something not 
in line with what they think are Christian 
principles.
   “There are all sorts of campaigns to 

engage with, including Christian ones, such 
as the Christmas Starts With Christ that 
you can re-Tweet to help raise awareness. 
When Bolton Wanderers footballer Fabrice 
Muamba collapsed on the pitch people 
were tweeting ‘Pray for Muamba’. You find 
out a lot about what people think about 
Christianity because you are on there.”
   Pam’s advice to anyone bemused by the 
sheer volume of information on Twitter is 
simply to not feel you have to follow every 
single thing. “If anyone mentions you, you 
will see that on your newsfeed. Also, change 
your password frequently. Accounts do get 
hacked and it’s a nuisance and it’s not a bad 
idea to just keep changing your password.”
  Follow Claire on Twitter: @parttimepriest  
Read her blog at: parttimepriest.blogspot.
com Pam’s twitter handle is @revpamsmith 
and I-Church.org is @ichurch.org. Also 
don’t forget to follow @OxfordDiocese and 
@joducks.

  Virtual vicar. Ex prison chaplain, 
teacher, health service. Into politics, 
TV, socmedia. Will follow back, but 
don’t auto follow. I unfollow trolls.
@ichurch.org
@RevPamSmith

What are you Twittering on about? 

How are you using social 
media? 
The Door would like to feature 
more stories on how churches and 
Christians across the Diocese are usng 
cyberspace. Please send your examples 
to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 208227. 

FOR the Revd Richard Hancock, Facebook 
is a place where he can create the persona 
of an eccentric English clergyman, an 
exaggerated version of himself.
   And while it can be great fun showing 
off the more elaborate and fun sides of his 
life, the Vicar of Shrivenham and Ashbury 
also finds the site to be a powerful tool 
for ministry. It enables students from the 
Defence Academy, where he is Chaplain, 
to message him privately with questions 
or concerns. 
   Richard, who uses the photograph to the 
right as one of his profile pictures, says it 
is especially helpful because his Benefice 
website is currently unable to be updated. 
The last posts on there are four years old.
   He says: “We have a Facebook group for 
the churches too but I use it on a personal 
level. If someone sends me a request, 
family, friends and parishioners, I accept 
it. “
However, Richard has a few wise, golden 
rules he sticks to. “I never get into gossip 
or tittle tattle. If someone puts something 
like that on my site I will remove it or I 
simply won’t get involved. “I don’t tend to 
use Facebook for making large, political 
statements about issues to do with the 
ordination of women to the episcopacy.
   “People will contact me on Facebook 
about pastoral issues and I’m an honorary 

chaplain at the Defence 
Academy so that works very 
well. People there will contact 
me because they are worried 
about something and they 
feel quite comfortable using 
Facebook to send me a private 
message.
   “On one level it appeals to my 
vanity,” he says. “Some clergy 
like to have a divide between 
their ministerial role and their 
personal life but I live in a 
village where everyone knows 
everyone and we have to be 
honest.” 
   Richard even posted pictures 
of himself, his wife Kate and his sons on 
holiday.    
   “It demonstrates that you are a normal 
human being,” he says. “I put up a Bible 
quote every day. On a Saint’s Day I put 
information up about the Saint, if there’s 
a national tragedy I’ll put up a prayer, if 
people ask me to pray for them I will light 
a candle and post a photo of the candle.”
   Richard realises that social media is 
not for everyone. “It’s like pub ministry. 
Some people are pub people and are 
comfortable walking in, grabbing a pint 
and chatting to people. If you are not 
comfortable in a pub then it’s probably 

not  good for you to get involved in that 
ministry because people will pick up that 
you are uncomfortable.
   “Clergy who don’t use social media are 
often worried about intrusion of privacy 
or people making negative comments. 
I have to watch my Facebook page very 
closely.” Richard has a setting that lets him 
review any posts on his page, before they 
become public and delete them on the 
odd occasion this is necessary.
   “People might post a rude joke or a clip 
from YouTube and it might be funny, but it 
might not be wise to put it up there,” says 
Richard. “You have to be comfortable and 
sensible with it really.”  

The eccentric English clergyman

E. Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

Family orientated funeral directors of distinction.
Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor

and the surrounding areas since 1712.

Professional advice and guidance
from our caring staff.

Monumental Masonry.
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.

For personal assistance,
24 hours, please contact:

12-13 Colonnade, High Street
MAIDENHEAD - 01628 787 738

40 Church Street
SLOUGH - 01753 520 081

61 St. Leonards Road
WINDSOR - 01753 865 982

visit our website:
www.esargeant.co.uk

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

Ronald Emett fine furniture

~ in harmony with tradition ~

The Parish Church of St. Mary,
Langley, Berks.

Organist and Choir 
Director

Required for January 2014

Traditional church music 
Fine pipe organ II/P 27 [Daniel 2001]
Robed SATB Choir plus enthusiastic 

Junior Choir
Weekly rehearsals

Sunday morning Sung Eucharist 
[+ setting & anthem]

Salary c. £3,000 p.a. (according to expe-
rience / qualifi cations) + occasional fees 

(c.£2,000)

For further details, please contact
Revd. Robin Grayson   tel: 01753 542068  

email: r.j.grayson@btinternet.com

Website: www.langleymarish.com/stmary

Handcrafted Christian 
Jewellery & Gifts

Online Shop • Delivery only £1.50
Quote VISION at checkout for 
10% discount on your order.
www.wireandbead.co.uk

Tel: 01772 739430
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01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

The mission and vision of Gilead Foundations charity is to 
unlock people who have compulsive behaviours, such as 
drug and alcohol addictions, and release them into their 
true God-given potential, through a structured residential 
Christian-based rehabilitation programme, living in 
community as extended family. Gary’s story on this page 
is one of many in which we have been privileged to play a 
part.

The farm and related business activities provide work 
therapy, skills training and support. Many of those who 
successfully complete the program leave the community and 
establish productive lives for the future.  Others, like Gary, 
choose to stay on and ‘give something back’.

We have just had a milestone moment in the life and journey 
of Gilead. We have fi nally arrived at a time where we can start 
to ‘move in’ to the fi rst of three new, purpose built bungalows. 
This new facility, designed and built to high standards, helps 
our students realise the value that God and the community put 
on their lives. It values them greatly.

The house will give us excellent accommodation for 8 male 
clients (students), plus 2 male support workers (already on 
staff) and a new house parent 
couple, all of whom will live as 
extended family.

The full completion of 
these facilities will help the 
staff and the community at 
Gilead to maintain the 83% 
success rate of students still 
addiction-free after 2 years of 
completing the programme.

We have been raising funds 

and building this new house for 6 long years, so we are very 
excited that we have started to move in at last.  But we still 
have a few things to fi nish to make it fully functional and give 
the students the best support we can.  It will only take about 
6 weeks of work to move in to part of the fi rst house, but we 
have a shortfall of £12,000 preventing us from getting there. 

We have been working and praying for a long time, not only 
for the house to be completed, but also for the staff to live 
as extended family with the students, so that our God-given 
vision based on the text from Psalm 68 ‘God sets the lonely 
into families’ can be fulfi lled.  We are pleased to say we are 
doubly excited, because not only are we starting to move in, 
but we also have a couple returning to become house parents 
in the new house, after being away from Gilead for 7 years.

This new couple will complement the work of Bron and Ian 
Samuel, who founded Gilead over twenty years ago, and have 
for many years lived as extended family in the farm house with 
female students, as well as helping staff to oversee the male 
students living in caravans.   This now gives us both male and 
female extended family groups.

Would you please help us raise the remaining £12,000 to 
begin our partial ‘move in’ to the fi rst house?  After 6 long 
years, just 6 weeks work stands between us and this exciting 
move – can you help us over this hurdle?  Loans or donations 
would be greatly appreciated by everyone here in the 
community at Gilead.

Gary is just one of many that have found freedom from addiction, new life 
and a fresh start at Gilead.  This is Gary’s story in his own words...

Freed from anger, 
hurt and resentment

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a partner of Gilead
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
Monthly commitments of any amount will help us 
with funding of the students’ fees. A one-off gift or 
interest free loan will help us finish our first building. 
If you would like to discuss details I can be contact-
ed on 07957 433973 

Yours In Christ

Chris Cole (Trustee)

To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. Thankyou

I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations.

Signed    Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

If you would like to donate to Gilead online, you can do so at 

www.charitygiving.co.uk/gilead

DIO0913

WE’RE IN... JUST!

Mine is a stereotypical story really.  I grew 
up in care homes and foster care from a 
young age and never really felt secure or 
loved.  I have been an addict since the age 
of 12 on glue and petrol. The usual story - in 
and out of jail, girlfriends, kids, no sense 
of responsibility. I got into class A drugs 
when I was about 16 or 17 and ended up on 
heroin. I tried several rehabs and twelve step 
programmes without much success.

Then in 2005 I injected into my groin and 
missed the vein. This resulted in a lot of 
complications and I ended up in hospital. 
I had two blood clots, no white blood cells 
and a collapsed lung. I was told that I 
needed to take Warfarin, an anticoagulant, 
to remove the blood clots but the risk was 
that this could start off bleeding in my lungs 
which would kill me. I took the Warfarin 
and sure enough the bleeding started. I 
should have died. Somehow I survived. I 
knew people who were Christians who were 
praying for me.

Despite this experience I still didn’t stop 
using. In 2008 I was looking for a rehab 
again. I didn’t want another twelve-step 
programme and I remembered some of 
the Christians I’d come across in my life. 
I realised that they still had problems like 
everyone else but they seemed to cope with 
them and keep on smiling. I looked for a 

Christian rehab and found Gilead who said 
they would do a detox.

I didn’t quite get it the fi rst time I went to 
Gilead. I kept too many secrets and wasn’t 
open and honest. However I did meet Kate 
who became my wife. I’d always said that I 
would never marry because of experiences 
in my own family’s life but I eventually 
changed my mind. 

We came back to Gilead in July 2011; 
this time I was ready and willing to be open 
and honest. I took the “Genesis Relapse 
Prevention Process” seriously and found 
that it really does help if done properly. I 
released a lot of anger, hurt and resentment 
that I had been holding onto since childhood 
days. I forgave others and asked for 
forgiveness myself. It was like the weight 
of a dead horse had been lifted off my 
shoulders - quite a release! 

I still have my ups and downs, but things 
are good. Kate and I are expecting our fi rst 
child together and we are starting to take 
steps to have Kate’s 9 year old daughter 
full-time. We have fi nished our programme 
and we have chosen to join the Gilead 
community as volunteers. I want to be able 
to give back to people what I’ve got from 
this place. I’m not ashamed to tell people 
my story and let them know the rewards I’ve 
reaped from it. 

Cooking the fi rst meal in the new house

A peaceful place to rest

The lonely set in family, Gary & Kate with Isobel

Advertising Feature
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Making fashion fair
This year 1,131 people died and 
2,500 were injured when the 
eight-storey Rana Plaza factory 
collapsed. The tragedy brought 
to light the plight of garment 
workers across the world. In 
the run-up to Christmas, as 
we think about posh new togs 
for the festive parties and 
extra layers to keep us warm, 
the Door looks at how we can 
support a more ethical fashion 
and clothing trade. 

RANA Plaza bank, apartments 
and shops were evacuated but 
garment workers were ordered 
back to work despite cracks being 

discovered in the building’s structure. 
The building collapsed on top of them. 
The Church of Bangladesh responded 
by supporting rescue teams, mobilising 
help for the injured and their families, 
developing an advocacy programme 
based on factory workers’ needs and 
is campaigning for better basic labour 
conditions. 
    A global coalition of churches is now 
campaigning, lobbying retailers and 
politicians to improve wages, safety and 
working condition for over 3,500,000 
workers that produce 80 per cent of 
Bangladeshi exports. For more on how 
your church can get involved see www.
weareus.org.uk/latestupdates/garment/ 
Susan Waters has run a clothing company 
in Milton Keynes since the early 90s, 
diversifying into Fairtrade after a visit to 
an eco-community in Scotland. “I went 
up there as a business woman fascinated 
by what they were doing and the people. 
I decided to start up Cotton Roots with 

the motto ‘Company Clothing with Moral 
Fibre’.”
   Susan has Fairtrade partners in India 
and focuses on making school uniforms, 
organic sweat shirts and polo shirts, 
T-shirts and hoodies for schools. Most 
of her orders are bulk for schools. “It’s 
primary schools that have been most 
interested. “I have been on a visit to India 
myself to the cotton farms that grow the 
cotton we use and that was wonderful.”
   Susan, who employs nine people to 

work from a base on a farm in Hanslope, 
Milton Keynes, admits that as a small 
company, dealing in Fairtrade goods is 
a big investment.  “Every time I slightly 
waver I see something on the television 
about poverty that keeps me going. A lot 
of bigger companies don’t tend to touch 
Fairtrade.”
   Cotton Roots and Impact Trading can 
produce custom made hoodies etc for clubs 
and organisation and even robies - large 
fleece robes, used by swimmers when they 

are getting changed in the open air, for 
the Henley Swimming Club.  See www.
cottonroots.co.uk and www.impacttrading.
co.uk for more. 
   In Oxford Judith Condor-Vidal founded 
Trading for Development in 2004. Catering 
for the higher end of the market, it has 
shown its collections at the Ethical Fashion 
Show in Paris, winning the LA Redoute 
Ethical Award in 2006-2007. For more 
see judithcondorvidal.wix.com/trading-
development.
   Traidcraft sells Fair Trade clothing and 
fashion accessories along with its food, tea 
and coffee and other well known products. 
Among their accessories range are floral 
purses produced by Amena (pictured 
below) in Bangladesh.  Amena has been 
working as an embroiderer with Swajan, 
a producer group in Bangladesh, for more 
than 12 years. She is also now a member 
of the workers committee at Swajan – 
representing women and ensuring their 
concerns and needs have a voice.See www.
traidcraft.co.uk for more. 

Local people and rescue team members search for survivors in the ruins of the 
Rana Plaza in Dhaka, Bangladesh in April 2013. Photo: Press Association. 

Amena works on an order of Traidcraft floral 
purses.  Photo: Traidcraft. 

It’s worth taking a moment to think 
about the stories of the things we buy 
and whether they align with our values, 
writes Elizabeth Laskar.  Once we 
unpack these we start to understand 
the negative contribution the 
manufacturing and supply chains have 
on our environment from CO2 emissions, 
soil erosion, pesticide poisoning, bio-
diversity degradation, water waste to a 
wide range of humanitarian issues.  
   Over the last 20 years the fashion and 
clothing industry has been working to 
make positive change.  Gone are the 
days of scratching itchy unfashionable 
designed eco clothing,  it is now 
sophisticated and starting to be adopted 
by major retailers. Even the British 
Fashion Council is spearheading the 
movement at London Fashion Week 
We can start with the six key areas in eco 
fashion. 
1. Organic supports farming methods 
that have followed guidelines of a 
respected certification body eg. Soil 
Association 
2. Fair Trade is about supporting fair 
labour practices and environmental 
care. The Fairtrade Mark on a garment 
indicates that its cotton was produced 

on Fairtrade terms. Read the  information 
provided, there may be a story that you 
want to support. 
3. Recycling.  It is estimated that over 
one million tons of textiles and unwanted 
clothing is put into landfill every year.  
Visit second hand shops, Charity shops, 
try clothes swapping, buy seconds on 
Ebay and share your clothes.
4. Vintage is about celebrating fashion 
from the past. Vintage is often a little 
more expensive, however the prospect 
of wearing a unique design to a party 
and then selling it for a similar price to 
what you bought it for could be a good 
investment.
5. Up-cycling is a new trend of taking 
something old and unwanted, taking it 
apart and make something useful or fun. 
6. New Technologies is where fashion 
and science come together to solve 
tomorrow’s challenges. Look out for new 
low-impact durable intelligent synthetic 
fabrics.
   Here are a few ideas that will help make 
a difference with outbreaking the bank.
1. Party dress or suit exchange. Have 
a tea Invite your friends to bring a party 
dress or suit that they would like to swap.  
2. Wardrobe Detox – Pop-Up Shop 

Do you have clothes, gifts, quality objects 
that need selling?  Arrange a pop-up 
shop in a local community centre or at 
your home.  Display your items with care, 
write a short description on everything 
you are selling and keep your prices 
reasonable.  Make sure the clothes are 
clean and looking good.
3. Durability - Try buying less and look 
for something that is made well, and will 
last several seasons.  
4. Rent my dress: Do your friends have 
a fantastic wardrobe?  Perhaps you can 
ask your friends or family if you can rent a 
dress from them.  
   Ask your retailer about the clothes 
you are buying. They should be able to 
give you information to help you make 
an informed choice.  And remember it’s 
about keeping a balance and making 
small positive steps. Why not start with 
this - for every three pieces of clothing 
you purchase, conisder buying one that 
fits into one of the six key areas in eco 
fashion? 
Elizabeth Laskar is an Oxford based eco 
fashion consultant. To join her mailing 
list email info@elizabethlaskar.com or 
visit her website www.elizabethlaskar.
com. 

How to dress well ethically without spending a fortune
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Christmas is one of the major 
festivals celebrated around the 
world and just a quick look on 
the web brings up a whole lot 
of interesting details.  Did you 
know for example that not all 
countries celebrate Christmas on 
25th December? Our European 
neighbour, Austria is one of the 
first to start on 6th December. 
As can be expected from a 
country that was the birthplace 
of many of our favourite carols, 
the celebrations are very musical. 
Belgium also celebrates on 
6th as well as 25th. The earlier 
celebration is dedicated to Saint 
Nicholas. 

Most places in the world 
celebrate with gifts and 
decorations and traditional 
meals. In Ghana the preparations 
can begin months before 
Christmas Day itself, which 
like ours falls on December 

25th. People’s homes, vehicles, 
schools and even complete 
neighbourhoods are dressed 
with decorations and lights. 
Families will try and meet up  
at the family home by Christmas 
Eve for a church service, which 
can be followed by processions 
in the streets with bands and 
dancing.

In Denmark, the celebrations 
apparently start on 25th 
December with special Christmas 
lunches on the twelve following 
days and in nearby Latvia, gifts 
are given out on the twelve days 
of Christmas!

Germany seems to celebrate 
Advent with decorations, candles 
and nativity scenes playing an 
important part. 

Russia is one of the last to join 
in the celebrations on 6th January 
this is in common with the Greek 

Orthodox celebrations, which 
begin on 7th.

There are so many differences 
between the celebrations across 
the world and surprisingly so 
many things remain the same. 

There will be light and 
decorations, usually gifts and 
above all thanks for God’s gift 
of his son the Christ Child. 
It is because of this feeling 
of goodwill that many of our 
charities appeal for support and 
funds at this time in order that 
whilst having a tremendous time 
ourselves we can find space to 
think of those less fortunate. We 
remember the homeless because 
Mary and Joseph had difficulty in 
finding somewhere to stay, and 
the hungry because Jesus told 
us himself to care for others. We 
think of the excluded because 
of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.

In this country entertainment 
and drama are central to the 
season, with special programmes 
on radio and TV, nativity plays in 
churches and schools and in our 
theatres pantomimes. By the 
time you read this short piece 
its is likely that the towns are 
already decorated, and shops 
full of Christmas decorations 
and promotions. In fact many 
people get a little sad by what 
seems an overly commercialised 
interpretation of the season. 
There is always the possibility 
to get away from it all with a 
quiet break or retreat and there 
are many places where this is 
possible. 

In the end we all have our own 
individual ways of enjoying 
Christmas and in the end we 
probably all come away taking 
from it just what we put into it.

Many Differences Between The  
Celebrations Across The World

Christmas

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
about  ACTS or would like to 

make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

www.gilead.org.uk

offering a residential rehabilitation program, called 
KEY, for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. Based on a 300 acre dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead also offers the following training in 
addiction counselling:

- Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 150 hours
- Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours
- Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours

Gilead Foundations is also offering
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ

At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

this

Christian
books & gifts

for all the family
on

McDonald Wine Store – Online
View 300 wines 

(over 160 wines under £10 per bottle) 
at www.mcdonaldwinestore.co.uk

Order £100 or above November 10% discount 
Add promotion code mws010 at checkout

Delivery just £4 (no discount)

Christian Aid
Will receive 1.5% of the value of the

Orders placed in November
Checkout  Quote your diocese in the
‘organisation code/comments box’
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www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

Charity donation 

The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share the 
real meaning of Christmas. 

There’s a line of the Christmas story and  a 
chocolate star behind each window. Behind the final 
window is a 24-page Christmas storybook.

A charitable donation is made to The Children’s Society 
and it’s Fairtrade. 

THE ONLY CHARITY ADVENT CALENDAR 
WITH A FREE CHRISTMAS STORYBOOK

It might be difficult to believe but recent 
surveys show that knowledge of the 
Christmas story is fading.

Among 5-7 year olds, 36% don’t know 
whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas 
and 72% don’t know Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem.  Among adults less than 12% 
know the full nativity story and 51% say that 
the birth of Jesus is irrelevant to their 
Christmas.  This is a tipping point.

The Christmas Starts with Christ campaign 
hopes to reverse the trend by telling the 
Christmas story in new ways.

To support the campaign we have produced 
The  Real Advent Calendar. The Real Advent 
Calendar is a new and fun way to share the 
Christmas story.  Tesco have made a 
commitment to this product by stocking 
significant amounts, we hope you will buy 
one. 
* findings from ComRes 2007, 2010, 2012, Children’s Society 2010

HOW TO 
BUY...

The Rt Revd Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro 
and Chair of The Children's Society's Board of 
Trustees, said: “The Real Advent Calendar 
offers a unique way to share the Christmas 
story while supporting The Children’s Society 
and Fairtrade. 

I believe it will be widely welcomed by the 
faith community and others. The Real Advent 
Calendar is a chance to educate and do 
good.” 

Church and charity leaders have 
welcomed the Real Advent Calendar. 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John 
Sentamu,  said: “This is the first time that 
a major supermarket has put the 
Christmas story so openly at the centre of 
their Christmas range. 

The copy of the Christmas story, in each 
Real Advent Calendar, allows people to 
read and see, for themselves, what 
Christmas is all about. 

The charitable element of the product is a 
reminder of the ordinariness of the family 
Jesus Christ was born in to. 

The Fairtrade element is a reminder to 
the business world and consumers that 
we need to be responsible in the way we 
buy goods. Above all The Real Advent 
Calendar is a reminder that Christmas 
Starts with Christ.”

Warm welcome from church leaders

REAL ADVENT CALENDAR 
ARRIVES AT TESCO 

Tesco is the only supermarket that will be 
stocking The Real Advent Calendar this year 
as it has ordered enough to offer a national  
in-store collect and home delivery service. 

It has supplies in Tesco Extra and 
Superstores ONLY. So pop in and buy some 
now or use its home delivery service. 

To find your local Tesco’s phone number call 
0800 505 555 and ask about stock (the 
product number is The Real Advent 
Calendar - 074819584) or visit the Tesco 
store locator at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop 

Traidcraft & Independents
Churches with a Traidcraft contact can order 
through them. Selected independent 
retailers, Christian bookshops and some 
Cathedral resource centres also have limited 
supplies. Details can be seen on our Google 
map hunter at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

ad diocesan full page special phase 2.ai   1   17/10/2013   12:19:35



Advertisement FeatureThe Door October 2013 page 14



15Comment News
Living Faith research
CHRISTIAN Research, the market 
research company who carried out 
research on behalf of the Diocese into 
the impact of the Living Faith vision, 
was about to report on its findings as 
the Door went to press. 
The independent research project 
was funded by a grant from the Laing 
Foundation and its findings will help 
shape the future direction of travel 
for the Diocese, as the initial five-
year period of Living Faith draws to a 
close. There will be a full report in the 
December edition of the Door. 

Spirituality Adviser
THE Revd Sally 
Welch (pictured) has 
been appointed as 
the new Diocesan 
Spirituality Adviser. 
Sally will hold the 
part-time role 
alongside her post 
as Associate Vicar of 
St Margaret’s and St 
Giles, Oxford. 
   Sally, who has written books on 
pilgrimage and praying the labyrinth, 
says that much of her role will be 
about making connections between 
people who are already exploring 
spirituality and those who want 
support. “I’ll be helping people to get 
in touch with each other,” she says. 
“In some cases it will mean holding 
workshops and events to enhance 
their experience.” Sally will be part 
of the team planning the ‘Imagining 
faith’ gathering for the whole church 
family in September 2014. 

Could you help new curates develop in their new role?
by Jo Duckles

A NEW scheme that gives curates the 
chance to meet up and discuss the 
joys, trials, frustrations and elations 
of being a new minister in the Church 
of England is proving a success in the 
Oxford Diocese.
   The initiative is part of the Ministry 
Education Programme and sees 
curates meet monthly for the first 
three years of their ministry. They 
are led by a volunteer who is either 
an experienced priest or a qualified 
lay person who is given the title 
‘animator’. The animator facilitates 
an unstructured discussion on 
anything from how curates have fared 
in their studies to deep theological 
reflections or even dealing with their 
parish flower guild. More animators 
are needed to help the scheme 
continue. 
   Father Peter Day, a curate at St 
Paul’s Wokingham who is soon to 
become Priest in Charge at Christ 
Church, Reading, said most ordinands 
were resistant at first, not seeing the 
point of the scheme. But once they 

had been to the meetings, they found 
it really useful. He said: “We were all 
new curates in new situations and 
it provided a place where we could 
discuss things fairly openly without 
them being reported upwards.”

...a place where we 
could discuss things 
fairly openly...

   For Peter, it was useful, as when his 
training incumbent went off sick, he 
was left running the entire church.    
“Looking back it was a fantastic 
experience. It gave me the chance to 
do and see aspects of being a priest I 
would not normally see as a curate. I 
was de facto priest in charge.
   “I think the animator’s scheme 
allowed you to build on relationships 
that start at theological college. 
Naturally you would turn to other 
curates you trained with. This scheme 
forces you to continue to work with 
people who may be of a different 

churchmanship to you and to carry on 
that sort of dialogue of compromise.”
   The Revd Dr Margaret Yates, 
a curate in the Walbury Beacon 
Benefice and a historian, said: “I 
thought it was excellent but realised 
that it depended on the skills of the 
animator. It’s about having someone 
to go on the journey with you as you 
go through anxieties, questions and 
self doubt so that the journey is done 
with authenticity. It’s down to the 
skill of the animator to support the 
process, as opposed to it being a lot 
of people sitting around complaining 
which it could be.  It was invaluable. 
The role of animator requires great 
interpersonal skills and they need to 
be pastorally sensitive.” 
   If you are interested in finding 
out more please contact David 
Atkinson, Ministry Development 
Group Co-ordinator on 0118 979 
7911 or bdavida@hotmail.com or 
Beren Hartless, Director of IME on 
beren.hartless@oxford.anglican.org or 
01865 208258.

Learning to love reading and writing

COMPUTER games that engage 
children’s imaginations and 
encourage them to read more are 
among the ways that St Nicholas 
CE School, East Challow got itself 
classified as ‘good’ by Ofsted 
inspectors.
   Andy Browne, headteacher, 
explained how the school pulled out 
all the stops after it was placed in 
Special Measures in 2012. “One of 
the priorities was reading and a big 
effort has been made to create a love 
of reading throughout the school.”
   Phonics has been introduced and 
the concept of reading for pleasure 
is prioritised. The library has been 
given a facelift and is now decorated 
with the BFG, Tracey Beaker and 
a tree which could be either the 
Faraway Tree or the Gruffalo’s 

wood. “Every classroom has a 
reading corner with bean bags and 
colourful posters,” says Andy. As 
well as reading St Nicholas’s pupils 
were encouraged to improve their 
writing. Teachers led  by example, 
ensuring their handwriting used 
on whiteboards was immaculate. 
“Children are given a book The Big 
Write. Every Friday morning pupils 
sit in their classroom. There is a lava 
lamp and classical music plays as 
the pupils spend 40 to 55 minutes 
sitting and writing.” 
  Fiona Craig, Diocesan Deputy 
Education Director (School 
Improvement), said: “St Nicholas’s 
have worked really hard to improve 
the quality of pupils’ reading and 
writing. This is now excellent 
practice, worthy of sharing with 
other schools.”

Enjoying their re-vamped library are pupils at 
St Nicholas’s, East Challow. Photo: KT Bruce

A discernment of ordination directors? 
by Caroline Windley

I wonder what the 
collective noun for 
Diocesan Directors 
of Ordinands (DDO) 

might be. A disruption…a 
detail… perhaps a 
Discernment of DDOs? The 
last, ‘discernment’ captures 
the essence of the work 
undertaken by a DDO with a 
person offering themselves 
as a candidate for ordained 
ministry in the Church of England.
    The national consultation for DDOs is a biennial 
event which took place this year at High Leigh between 
30 September and 2 October. Over 120 people 
attended including all the DDOs in the Oxford Diocese. 
Representatives from training colleges and course were 
also invited.

“Discernment captures the essence 
of work undertaken by a DDO...”

   The Consultation is a unique opportunity to worship 
together, to encourage and inspire each other, to hear 
about changes and trends in the national church and to 
share good practice. This year Oxford was represented on 
the planning group which took as its theme one of the 
nine criteria for selection: Leadership and Collaboration, 
“Leading into the Future”.
   We heard from a range of speakers who focused on 
different issues. Bishop Steven Croft, Chair of Ministry 
Council, opened with a keynote address which laid the 
foundation for an ongoing conversation about the kind 
of ministers the church needs for the next phase of its 
mission.

“...priests are called to holiness.”
   The Archdeacon of Buckingham, the Ven. Karen Gorham 
contributed to the consultation, modelling collaboration 
in dialogue with Keith Lamdin the Principal of Sarum 
College (and former Director of Oxford’s Department 
of Misison). We had helpful input on seeking to assess a 
candidate’s ability to handle conflict from a representative 
of the Bridge Builder Organisation. Participants also had 
the opportunity to attend a variety of workshops either 
directly related to Leadership or with a focus on a specific 
area of a DDO’s work and practice.
    An entertaining after dinner speaker debunked some 
myths around leadership in the Church with a reminder 
that priests are called to holiness. Our concluding sessions 
on the final day included an address from the Ven. Julian 
Hubbard, the current Director of Ministry Division. Julian 
encouraged us to continue to look forward “Reimagining 
Ministry” in a changing world and Church. A good place to 
conclude.
Caroline Windley is Area Director of Ordinands Buckingham 
Archdeaconry. www.facebook.com/vocations.
in.buckingham.archdeaconry

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227
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Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

FOR ALL 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE
DECORATION & ROOFING
www.churchrestorationukltd.com
enquiries@churchrestorationukltd.com

Phone Free: 0800 052 1030

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1113

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

ALLEN DIGITAL COMPUTER ORGAN  
AP-2  -  FOR SALE

One Allen Digital Computer Organ  AP-2 , Protégé, 
with MIDI implementation.
It has a  mid oak console, with 2 manuals, matching 
bench and pedal board, in perfect condition and with 
all operating manuals and manufacturer’s information. 
Full specifi cations available on request.  Viewing by 
appointment.
Tel. Terry Brown 01494 716700 or 
Email  terry.brown715@talktalk.net
Price:   £3,000

WHEN Graham Ward speaks 
at the Imagining Faith clergy 
conference in March 2014 he 
is bound to keep his audience 
entertained. He tells Jo Duckles 
his journey from his working 
class, background in Salford to 
becoming Regius Professor of 
Theology at Oxford University. 

I met Graham in his study in the 
grandiose buildings of Christ Church 
College in Oxford. He admits that 
he considers living there a privilege.   

“It takes some getting used to. Oxford 
architecturally sets out to impress and 
ends up intimidating. I tell students to 
think it’s an MGM studio set and say ‘don’t 
for one moment think life is normally 
like this,’” says Graham, 57. The college, 
which is also home to the Oxford Diocese’s 
cathedral, is a far cry from the area of 
Salford where Graham lived from the age 
of 14.
   He was dropped off at his grandmother’s 
house there with his three brothers 
after his father had disappeared.  This 
was shortly before his mother died from 
Huntingdon’s Chorea – a genetic condition 
that also took the lives of two of his 
brothers. Graham speaks proudly of his 
grandmother, who was living on a state 
pension but cheerfully took in and brought 
up all four boys. 
   “Without her I wouldn’t be a theologian 
and probably wouldn’t have been 
educated beyond the age of 16,” he says, 
mentioning how many kids he knew 
who were capable but just didn’t have 
the self belief, or support to reach their 
full potential.  “For me the support came 
from my grandmother. She never went to 
university. She won a scholarship but left 
school and was determined this wouldn’t 
happen to someone else,” says Graham. 
But when he was eight she showed him 
the University of Salford and told him 
he might go there some day if he worked 
hard.
   When he tried to leave school at 16 there 
were very few job openings in Manchester 

or Salford. So he went back to school 
and won a scholarship to Cambridge, 
where he read English and French with 
ambitions to become a novelist or script 
writer. Meanwhile, as he was growing up 
his grandmother was a nominal Anglican 
and there was always a Bible in the house. 
In the Sixth form some members of a 
charismatic house church visited Graham’s 
school and inspired him to join them. 

“...theology is full of 
mystery to explore.”

   “The only reason I got dissatisfied with 
that movement was that I wanted to 
question and wasn’t really allowed to,” he 
says. “I don’t regret the grounding I got 
from them and it was in the house church 
that I first got a sense that I wanted to 
serve the Lord and that was quite central 
to my life. 
   “I am 100 per cent behind Alpha courses. 
People need to learn the basics from 
somewhere, but you need the space to 
grow and to give your congregation or 

fellowship the right to go beyond. People 
need to be given the space to realise 
theology is full of mystery to explore. 
What holds people back from that 
exploration is fear of getting it wrong. We 
are always going to get it wrong because 
we are dealing with things none of us fully 
understand.”
   He describes English literature and 
Cambridge University as an escape from 
the world he had lived in. After graduating 
he did lots of writing but nothing major 
was published, so he began teaching 
English and drama to pay the bills and 
went back to square one in terms of 
deciding what to do with his life. The 
Anglican Church pointed the way forward: 
“I was converted by Evensong when it 
wasn’t even sung.”
   Graham got through the selection 
process to become a priest and went to 
study at Westcott House. His grandmother 
and his life in Salford still remained 
determinative. 
   “My grandmother was one of the 
formative influences for the type of 
theology I do because I never want 

theology to be just a set of ideas, it has 
to relate back to real lives. The mantra 
I say to myself is: ‘tell it how it is, not 
how it ought to be’,” he says. Despite 
encouragements to go into academia, after 
studying theology back in Cambridge, 
Graham was determined to become a 
parish priest. 
   As a curate St Mary’s, Redcliffe, 
in Bristol, Graham would carry out 
bereavement and baptism visits. He 
remembers having to fill in forms asking 
why a couple wanted a child baptised. “One 
turned around to me and said the child 
was born in the parish and so they had a 
right to have them baptised there. I wasn’t 
arguing. There was faith there okay, but 
they couldn’t articulate it.” 

“I was converted by 
Evensong when it wasn’t 
even sung.”

   It was Barry Rogerson, the then Bishop 
of Bristol, who after a long interview told 
Graham he was going to release him for 
a position in the academic world. “He 
discerned something in me and released 
me into a world I wouldn’t have had the 
confidence to enter,” says Graham. “I now 
know that I had an academic vocation, but 
I didn’t realise I was clever until I was in 
my 40s.”
   He became the Chaplain Tutor at 
Exeter College and Dean of Peterhouse, 
Cambridge, before becoming a Professor 
at Manchester.  On 21 September 2012 he 
was installed as a Canon of Christ Church 
in Oxford as he took up his role as Regius 
Professor of Theology. He has written 
extensively on subjects including theology 
and political thought, postmodernism  and 
the role of theology in the increasingly 
secular age. 
The Revd Canon Professor Graham Ward 
will be one of the keynote speakers at 
the Imagining Faith Clergy Conference 
on March 24 to 27. Call 01865 208288 
or download a booking form is available 
here:  www.oxford.anglican.org/
maginingfaith/   
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Mother and Child 

Thought for the 
month

By David Winter

‘Indeed an hour is coming when 
those who kill you will think that 
by doing so they are offering 
worship to God. 

‘A planned bomb attack by religious extremists 
on a strategic site in central London has been 
foiled by the security services, acting on secret 
intelligence. Eight men have been arrested 
and charged.’

   That could be a story from yesterday’s 
newspaper, but in fact (as astute readers 
may have guessed) it’s an account of 
an event over 400 years ago which will 
be marked with thousands of bonfires 
up and down the land this month. . On 
5 November 1605 a man called Guy 
Fawkes was discovered with something 

like 36 barrels of gunpowder in a crypt 
underneath the House of Lords on the day 
of the State Opening of Parliament. 
   He was apprehended, and under 
torture revealed the names of his co-
conspirators, all Roman Catholics intent 
on assassinating the king, James 1st, 
and restoring a Catholic monarchy to 
England. It’s that event which through the 
murky mists of time we commemorate 
with fireworks, bonfires and - yes -‘guys’ 
on 5 November every year. As a child I 
remember singing: ‘Remember remember 
the fifth of November, Gunpowder, treason 
and plot.  
   I see no reason why gunpowder treason 
should ever be forgot.’   
   Does anyone still sing it, I wonder? 
Perhaps the time has come to forget 
Fawkes and the plot, and simply have 
the fireworks. Until about fifty years ago 
there was still an anti-Catholic element 
in some of the bonfire night celebrations. 

Thankfully, just as such religious conflicts 
are very much part of our distant past in 
Britain, so in recent times have we seen 
that the endless recitation of ancient 
feuds helps no one - and may even distort 
history. After all, even in 1605 Fawkes and 
his companions didn’t have the support 
of most of their fellow-Catholics, and it‘s 
very possible that the intelligence that 
uncovered the plot came from within their 
ranks. 
   Terrorism, bombs and assassination 
attempts are still very much with us. 
There are people in today’s world who 
misguidedly believe that they are doing 
God’s will by killing those who do not 
share their religious practice or political 
beliefs. Nairobi and Peshawar are fresh 
in our memories. Fawkes and his friends, 
with the kind of indifference to risk which 
modern terrorists also display, were 
fanatically committed to their cause. They, 
and their modern counterparts, are a 
reminder that, while faith is a wonderfully 

good thing; religious fanaticism is a 
dangerous delusion and violence of this 
kind is never the best answer to injustice.    

“Love your enemies,” says 
Jesus.

The real game-changers in modern history 
have risked their own lives rather than 
taking the lives of others: people like 
Mahatma Ghandi, Martin Luther King, 
Janani Luwum, Nelson Mandela and Oscar 
Romero ‘Love your enemies,’ said Jesus. 
Then there’s a good chance you’ll change 
them, and in changing them you may 
change history.

David Winter

David Winter’s new book At the End of 
the Day (Enjoying Life in the Depar-
ture Lounge) is published by BRF on 22 
November (£6.99).

Remember, remember

By Colin Fletcher

This wonderful sculpture can be 
seen at Beckley Parish Church 
and is one my favourite pieces by 
the artist and sculptor Nicholas 

Mynheer.
   Although the Dedication of the Church 
is to the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and the sculpture is on a plinth 
in the Lady Chapel, the statue itself is 
deliberately entitled ‘Mother and Child’ 
and was given by the sculptor ‘on behalf of  
all of the families who have lost children’. 
   For me that is particularly poignant 
because it always reminds me of my niece, 
Helen, who died in a horse-riding accident 
some twenty years ago.  It was one of those 
events that was a genuine accident. She 
was not riding carelessly; no one else was 
to blame. The horse she was riding simply 
slipped on a bridge and fell on top of her.
   But whether a death like that happens 
because of a genuine accident — or if 
someone, somewhere is to blame — the 
pain and that awful sense of loss are very 
much the same.  Particularly in our culture, 
where infant and child mortality is so 
much less than in many parts of the world, 
we expect our children to outlive us, which 
makes it all the harder when one of them 
dies.
   Yet death does come to the young. For 
some it may come through an illness 
or a genetically inherited problem.  For 
others, thankfully very rarely, it may come 
through neglect or suicide.  For yet others 
it may come through what are sometimes 
called ‘accidents’ but where there is very 

often someone who is to blame.
   Each year for the past few years the 
Thames Valley Police have organised 
a ‘Road Death Memorial Service’ at St 
Mary’s Thame.  This year it is at 3pm on 
17 November and it is always immensely 
moving to be there with dozens of families 
whose lives have been turned upside down 
by the death, very often of a child, or 
young adult, on our roads.
   It is a service that is full of grief – but 
also of thankfulness and a gentle ray of 
hope. The people who come are from all 
faiths and none and from every age and 
social background and there is something 
very powerful about simply being there 
together.
   That same sense of ‘togetherness’ 
will, I am sure, be present in the many 
other services at this time of the year at 
which we remember the loved ones we 
have lost.  Interestingly  too a number 
of  support groups are springing up all 
over Oxfordshire that are run by Age UK 
Oxfordshire specifically for those who have 
been bereaved and my hope is that we will 
work together in developing these.
   But whatever such groups offer – all 
of which is very good – there is always a 
strongly personal element in grief.  For 
me Nicholas Mynheer has captured that 
beautifully in this statue.  The tenderness 
and the warmth are suffused too with a 
sense of pain. It is indeed a statue to bring 
comfort to all those who have known the 
pain of the loss of a child. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Bishop 
of Dorchester.
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Our Bishops on Sundays
 
SUNDAY 3:  Bishop Andrew confirming in Abingdon Deanery. 
 
SUNDAY 10:  Armistice Day Remembrance Sunday. Bishop 
John leading Remembrance Day Service in Oxford. Bishop Andrew 
confirming in the Earley Group Churches. Bishop Alan Confirming in 
Buckingham Deanery.
 

SUNDAY 17:  Bishop Colin confirming in Ducklington with Hardwick 
Benefice. Bishop John confirming at St Mary’s Kidlington.Bishop 
Henry Scriven confirming at Radley College. Bishop Colin confirming 
at Wychwood. Bishop Alan confirming in Milton Keynes Deanery. 

SUNDAY 24:  Bishop John confirming at Holy Trinity Headington 
Quarry and St Andrew’s Oxford.  Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Wellington College and Caversham Group Churches. Bishop Alan 
confirming in Aylesbury Deanery. 

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese of 
Oxford. 
 
“Give, and it will be given to you.  A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your 
lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.” - Luke 6:38 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 
 
FRIDAY 1 All Saints Day. Aston and 
Cuddesdon Deanery. Alan Garratt, Simon 
Richards, Lee Dennis, Michael Powell, David 
Heywood, Tim Naish and Beau Stephenson.  
The ongoing process of revisiting our Mission 
Action Plan as we prepare for 2014. For 
parishes in vacancy and our new clergy as 
they settle into their new ministries and 
fit comfortably into their parishes and the 
Chapter.
 
SATURDAY 2 All Souls Day. Licensed Lay 
Ministers. For all Licensed Lay Ministers 
in the Diocese of Oxford and particularly for 
those who will be licensed today in Christ 
Church Cathedral. May God bless them richly 
in their ministry and His mission.

MONDAY 4 Benson. John Burrell and 
David Gifford. For those attending the 
Discipleship Explored course on Tuesdays 
and Fridays and outreach to the community 
through a series of concerts and talks at St 
Helen’s Benson. Benson (VC) School.

TUESDAY 5 Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome. Ian Cohen and Bob Heath-Whyte. 
The refurbishment and restoration project 
planning for St Mary’s Chalgrove and for the 
new bell ringing team at St Helen’s Berrick 
Salome.

WEDNESDAY 6 Chinnor, Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell. David Bartlett. 
For those leading the ministry and mission 
of the parishes during the vacancy and 
the process of drawing up statements of 
needs and seeking a new Rector. Chinnor 
St Andrew’s (VC) and Aston Rowant (VC) 
Schools.

THURSDAY 7 Glyn Evans – Diocesan 
Rural Officer. For Glyn as he works with 
Churches to facilitate creative thinking about 
re-ordering village churches for community 
usage and the conferences he leads to equip 
those working on such mission ventures.  

FRIDAY 8 Dorchester Team Ministry 
with Warborough. Sue Booys Caroline 
King, Anne Ilsley, David Haylett, Jennifer 
Morton, Amy Herlihy, Hilarie Rogers, Roger 
Cutts, Brian Newey and  Edna Strange. For 
Paul Cawthorne and his family moving to join 
us from Lichfield Diocese who was licensed 
on the 6th as a Team Vicar. For the Leading 
Your Church into Growth initiative and the 
work of the Mission Hub and for members 
of the team visiting Brandboem in the 

Kimberly and Kuruman Diocese. Dorchester 
St Birinius (VC), Clifton Hampden (VC), 
Culham Parochial (VC), Marsh Baldon (VC), 
Long Wittenham (VC) and Warborough (VA) 
Schools. 
 
SATURDAY 9 Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin 
and Cuxham with Easington. Jonathan 
Meyer. For stewardship and our family 
services together with our school Ewelme 
(VA) School.

MONDAY 11 Great Milton with Little 
Milton and Great Haseley. Victor Story, 
Toby Garfitt and Tony Jefferies. Great Milton 
(VC) and Little Milton (VA) Schools. Diocesan 
Advisory Committee. Remembrance Day. 
For all who are damaged by war and military 
conflict, for those who have been bereaved 
of loved ones serving in conflicts around the 
world and for the care of those wounded and 
disabled on active service. 

TUESDAY 12 Icknield. Christopher Evans, 
Angie Paterson and Lucie Austin. For St 
Leonard’s Church, Watlington as its vision 
for a major restoration project reaches a 
significant stage and for all the churches in 
the benefice in their vision planning for 2014 
and beyond. 
 
WEDNESDAY 13 Thame Team Ministry. 
Alan Garratt, Ian Moutford, Peter Waterson, 
Graham Choldcroft, Paul Chamberlain, Emma 
Racklyeft, Geoffrey Rushman, Janet Pickard 
and Carole Galvin. For the various outreach 
initiatives into the community of Thame 
itself, including Parenting Courses, work 
in community schools and our ministry to 
elderly people. Lewknor Controlled School. In 
the villages, as Christmas approaches please 
pray for the mission and ministry in these 
small communities at festival times.

THURSDAY 14 Wheatley Team Ministry. 
Nigel Hawkes, Emma Pennington, Andrew 
Pritchard-Keens, Mark Chapman, Hugh Lee, 
Tony Wigley, Albert Eastham, John Baker and 
K Kemp, Richard Bainbridge, Marion Brown 
and Lucy Betts. Garsington (VC), Horspath 
(VC) and Wheatley (VC) Schools. 
 
FRIDAY 15 Bradfield Deanery. Will Watts, 
Chris Neman, Kevin Lovell, Margaret Davey, 
and Neil Jeffers. For the continuing discussion 
of Mission Action Plans in parishes across the 
Deanery and thanks for the ministry of our 
retiring Treasurer, Margaret Davey, and  pray 
with us for a successor. Bishop Peter Nott 
confirming at Downe House School. 

SATURDAY 16 Diocesan Synod. For the 
deliberation of our Diocesan Synod that they 
may be guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
Pray for Bishop John (The Bishop of Oxford), 
Sue Booys (Chair of Clergy) and Judith Scott 
(Chair of Laity) as they share the leadership of 
our Diocesan Synod. 

MONDAY 18 Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton. Becky Bevan. For Pat Bhutta 
who joined our team at the beginning of 
November and for our ministry with wedding 

couples. Brimpton (VC), Woolhampton (VA) 
and Aldermaston (VC) Schools.  General 
Synod. 
 
TUESDAY 19 Basildon, Aldworth & 
Ashampstead. Will Watts, Jonathan 
Sandbach, and  Margaret Davey. For 
our new Breakfast Church Service at St 
Mary’s Aldworth and for the successful 
refurbishment & re-ordering of St Stephen’s, 
Upper Basildon. General Synod. Bishop 
Andrew Confirming at St Nicholas Newbury.

WEDNESDAY 20 Bradfield and Stanford 
Dingley and Bucklebury.  Julian Gadsby, 
Lyn Bliss, Simon Thorn, Rosemary Green, 
Raymond Obin, Michael Kerry and David 
Sammon. Give thanks with us for the increase 
in families joining the church in recent weeks, 
and pray that we would be able to build on 
this. That we would see some really positive 
ways forward coming out of the Mission 
Action Plan for Bucklebury and see members 
grow in their discipleship. Bradfield Aided 
School and Bucklebury Controlled School. 
General Synod.  
 
THURSDAY 21 Burghfield and 
Sulhamstead Abbotts and Bannister 
with Ufton Nervet. Gill Lovell, Anthony 
Peabody, Alison Jones, and Kevin Lovell. For 
the continued growth of the church among 
young families in particular, and for the 
many mission and community engagement 
opportunities at Burghfield. Messy Church, 
offering the gracious hospitality of God, and 
the discipling of new Christians through 
Alpha, occasional offices and the Pilgrim 
Course. Please also pray for the PCC and 
people of Sulhamstead Abbots as they work 
together to seek God’s vision for the future 
of the church and a growth in the close 
relationships it has with its community; pray 
for discernment, courage and God’s grace. 
Burghfield St Mary’s (VC) and Sulhamstead/
Ufton Nervet (VA) Schools.

FRIDAY 22 Pangbourne with Tidmarsh 
and Sulham. Heather Parbury, Jean Rothery, 
Andrew Bond and Judith Sumner. Give 
thanks for the ministry in the parish of our 
lay team and retired clergy. Please pray for us 
as we take Action on our Mission Planning 
including ‘Something Different’ worship, 
widening the range of fellowship and study 
groups, and developing a pastoral network 
initiative; also for our JIGSAW After School 
Club and the congregations of our midweek 
services growing alongside the traditional 
and contemporary Sunday worship in the 3 
villages.

SATURDAY 23 Purley. David Archer and 
Andrew Mackie. For those currently attending 
Alpha; for a ‘culture of invitation’ within 
the congregation to reach out to friends and 
neighbours as we plan for Messy Church 
and new afternoon Contemporary Worship 
Service starting in November. Thanks for 
the encouragement of those who contact us 
through our website and pray that we will 
trust God to provide the resources to respond 
to spiritual and pastoral needs. Purley (VC) 
School.

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.



Family-run holiday cottages in beautiful south Shropshire, 
an area of outstanding natural beauty. Wonderful location 
with spectacular views. Only 3 mins drive to picturesque 

market town of Church Stretton. We offer 1,2,or 3 
bedroom cottages to suit all the family.

Please visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk 
or call 01694 722869 for brochure.

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

NATIONAL FRUIT 
SPECIALISTS

Over 300 apple varieties on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 
(4ft)Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 

Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010 & generous discounts

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

10%off till 30/11/13with code ‘autumn10’

Personal Tax Return Service 
for Ministers of Religion, the Self 
Employed, Individuals with Letting 
Income and Individuals with Multiple 
Incomes

Payroll and Bookkeeping also available

Angela Kendall FCCA ATT 
01380 730982
angela@kendallsreturns.co.uk

Tel: 07795 156969   www.techtrial.co.uk 

/TechTrial /TechTrialUKLtd

Advertising

Comings and Goings
The following will be taking up new posts in 
the Diocese of Oxford: The Revd Felicity 
Scroggie - Team Rector of Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle; The Revd Debbie Davison 
- Assistant Curate in Training at Wokingham 
St Paul; The Revd Paul Cawthorne - Team 
Vicar at Dorchester Team Ministry.  The 
Revd Chris Hill will be leaving his post as 
Associate Priest at Warfield; The Revd Eddie 
Green will be leaving his post as Team Vicar 
at Cherwell Valley Benefice; The Revd Huw 
Davies will be leaving his post as Rector at 
Chesham Bois; The Revd Andrew Keith will 
be retiring from his post as Associate Clergy at 
Chipping Norton; The Revd Paul Hinckley 

will be leaving his post as Team Vicar at Great 
Marlow with Marlow Bottom, Little Marlow 
and Bisham Team Ministry; The Revd 
Maurice Stanton-Saringer will be leaving 
his post as Team Rector at Lodden Reach 
Benefice.  The following have been given 
permission to officiate: The Ven Caroline 
Baston (for her role as the new Warden 
at CSMV Wantage); The Ven Christine 
Allsopp; The Revd Jackie Gardner; The 
Revd Canon Theresa Scott; The Revd John 
Croton. We recall with sadness the deaths 
of The Revd Michael Withers; The Revd 
Burton Whitehead.

Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only)Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

MONDAY 25 Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with Padworth. Paul 
Chaplin. The ministry of our Pastoral Visitors 
and for St. Mary’s Aided School and St. John’s 
Controlled School. Diocesan Mission and 
Pastoral Committee Meeting.  
 
TUESDAY 26 Christ Church Cathedral. 
The  Dean and Chapter – Christopher Lewis, 
Edmund Newey, Sarah Foot, Nigel Biggar, 
Angela Tilby, Graham Ward and Martin 
Gorick. For the work of the Cathedral as the 
seat of the Bishop of Oxford, for all the Civic 
and Diocesan Services that take place in the 
Cathedral.

WEDNESDAY 27 Christ Church Cathedral. 
–The Chaplains – John Paton, Ralph 
Williamson, Robert Grimley and Amanda 
Bloor. For the outreach of the Cathedral 
to visitors and tourists and for its role as a 
College Chapel to Christchurch. Board of 
Education Meeting.

THURDAY 28 Christ Church Cathedral. 
Please pray for the role of Christ Church as 
Patron to many Churches in the Diocese of 
Oxford and across the country giving thanks 
for the provision for the Dr South Trust and 
praying for the trustees as they administer 
this charity. Glebe and Buildings Committee 
Meeting.

FRIDAY 29 Theale and Englefield: Ann 
Templeman, Peter Templeman and Chris 
Braddock. Englefield (VA) and Theale (VC) 
Schools. 

SATURDAY 30 St Andrew’s Day. For the 
people of Scotland as they approach their 
referendum on independence. Please pray 
that God will give the people of our churches  
enthusiasm with their encounters with Jesus 
that they will want to share with their family 
and friends the Good News of Jesus.

Competition winner
The winner of the competition 
in the October issue is: Ann Fuller 
from Sonning Common.  
 
She has won a family ticket to 
Creation Theatre’s performance of  
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe.

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in November

thedoorpost

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION DAY -  A 
refresher training day open to all those 
exercising the ministry of spiritual 
direction organised by Spi-Dir (Spiritual 
Direction network). Five sessions on 4, 
11, 18, 25 November and 2 December 
from 10.30am - 4pm at Douai Abbey, 
near Reading RG7 5TQ. Cost £125 or 
£30 per session. Email ajhassall@gmail.
com for details.  
 
THE VILLAGE AND ITS CHURCH: 
The day will include a session on the 
role of the village church in building 
community and sessions on fundraising, 
maintenance and the principles of 
managing local reordering projects.  All 

are welcome. Cost £30. The day is at St 
Thomas of Canterbury Church, Goring 
from 10am - 4pm. Email glynevans@
gmail.com for details. 

THE INCARNATION:   A study day 
in preparation for Christmas. What do 
we understand by the Incarnation and 
how do we communicate its meaning to 
our congregations? From 11am - 4pm 
at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.  
Booking is required.  Phone 01865 
208257 or email carolyn.main@oxford.
anglican.org 
 
CAP MONEY BUDGETING COURSE: 
A free short course to learn how to 

prepare a budget and organise your 
finances. Three sessions on 7, 14 and 
21 November from 9.30am - 11.30am 
at The Mish, 57F St Clement’s Street, 
Oxford OX4 1AG. Register by 4 
November. Phone 01865 246674 or go 
to www.capmoney.org/ 
 
THE OXFORD CENTRE FOR 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH TALKS ON 
CELTIC SPIRITUALITY: Lunchtime 
talks at St Giles’ Church, Oxford at 
12.30pm on Celtic Spirituality on 7, 
14, 21, 28 November and 5 December. 
Details at www.ocsg.uk.net or phone 
07803 303 1977 or email info@ocsg.
uk.net 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 1 November.
FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER
Newbury:  St George’s 16th Art 
Exhibition, 7pm to 9pm and is open 
on 2 November 10am to 6pm and 3 
November 10am to 4pm. Entrance 
and catalogue £2. Further details 
at www.st-george-newbury.org.
uk/?page_id=115 
 
MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER
Bicester:   Cheese and wine and 
review of St Edburg’s Foundation 
Bicester, a look to the future, AGM 
and a talk. Begins at 7.30pm at St 
Edburg’s. All welcome. 
 
Oxford:   The Council for Christians 
and Jews annual film night. Booker 
prize winner, Rachel Seifer’s novel 
The Dark Room has been made into a 
film “Lore”. At 7.30pm at the Oxford 
Jewish Centre, Richmond Road, 
Oxford. Email ceo@ccj.org.uk.
 
FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER
Oxford: The Unicorn Group, an 
ecumenical discussion group open to 
anyone, meets at 1pm - 2pm (coffee at 
12.30pm) at the House of St Gregory 
and St Macrina, 1 Canterbury Road, 
Oxford (bring your own lunch). Talk 
by Revd Dr William Whyte ‘The 
Ethics of the Empty Church’. Phone 
01865 792838 for details or email 
brendanewey@talktalk.net 

SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER
Oxford: St Theosevia Centre for 
Christian Spirituality Open Study Day 
from 10.30am - 4pm at 2 Canterbury 
Road OX2 6LU. ‘The Spirituality and 
legacies of Fr Sophrony (Sakharov) and 
Metropolitan Anthony’. www.theosevia.
org 
 
Chalgrove: Son et Lumiere at St Mary’s 
Church.  This sound and light show will 
tell the story of the Chalgrove over 900 
years.  Refreshments from 7pm and 
show begins at 8pm. Tickets not needed 
but donations welcome on the evening. 

Maidenhead: Clergy spouse awayday 
at The Soltau Centre SL6 6QW from 
10am - 4pm. Bring and share lunch.  
Book your place by phoning 01753 
861537 or 01296 424980. 

FRIDAY 15 NOVEMBER
Oxford: Talk on ‘The Celtic Saints of 
Britain 7pm - 9pm in the Garden Room 
at the Friends Meeting House, St Giles’, 
Oxford. Booking is essential.Details at 
www.ocsg.uk.net or phone 07803 031 
977. 

 
SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER
Slough: St Mary’s bible study day 
- ‘Matthew Matters’ - St Matthew’s 
Gospel.  Eucharist at 9.30am and 
day finishes at 3.30pm (bring lunch). 
Phone 01753 529988 or email 
upton.c.chalvey@gmail.com for details. 
 
Reading: ‘The Healing God’ day 
conference for Christians working 
in counselling and therapy. At St 
John’s and St Stephen’s Church RG1 
3JN. Phone 0118 966 7422 or email 
reading@philippi.co.uk 
 
Oxford: St Stephen’s House Open Day 
10am - 5pm. If you are hinking about 
your vocation and interested in ministry 
in the Catholic tradition of the Church 
of England you are welcome to join us. 
Phone 01865 613500 for details. 
 
Oxford: Talk on ‘The Celtic Saints of 
Ireland’ 10.30am - 4pm in the Library 
at the Friends Meeting House, St Giles’, 
Oxford. Booking essential. Details at 
www.ocsg.uk.net or phone 07803 031 
977. 
 
TUESDAY 19 NOVEMBER
Benson: Diocesan Mothers’ Union 
Winter meeting in Benson Village Hall, 
OX10 7LZ, 10.30am to 3pm (coffee 
from 10am).  Speaker: Lynne Tembey, 
MU WorldWide President.  Bring and 
share finger food lunch.  Contact gloria.
richards1@btinternet.com tel: 01865 
340117. 
 

THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER
Oxford:  The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting. Coffee at 10.15am 
in the Priory Room at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Speaker: Dr Rosemary 
Peacocke, educationalist and retired 
HMI - ‘Educating our Grandchildren’. 
Phone 01635 281704 to book. 
  
SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER
Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old  Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. No 
booking required. Bring your own food. 
No charge. 
 
Appleton: Church Bazaar in village hall 
from 2pm - 4pm.  
 
Oxford: The Oxford Centre for 
Spiritual Growth presents ‘A day with 
John Donne’.  A reflective day exploring 
the work of George Herbert, poet and 
priest. 10am - 4pm at Corpus Christi 
College. Cost £35. Phone 07803 031 
977 or go to www.ocsg.uk.net 

WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 
 
THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER
OXFORD: An evening with Bishop 
Richard, Lord Harries of Pentregarth 
organised by The Oxford Centre 
for Spiritual Growth. An illustrated 
talk based on Bishop Richard’s new 
book, The image of Christ in Modern 
Art, followed by a book signing, 
conversation and refreshments at 
Wolfson College Auditorium from  
7pm - 9pm. 
 
FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER
Abingdon: Advent Retreat at St 
Ethelwolds House OX14 5EB from 
10am- 4pm (lunch included). Guest 
speaker: Padre Pio, president of 
Christian Aid partner the Association 
for Building Communities - Angola. 
Suggested donation to cover costs 
£12.50. Booking required - phone 
01865 246818 or email oxford@
christian-aid.org 
 
Oxford: Advent Hope  service at St 
Michael at the North Gate Church OX1 
3EY at 8pm. Guest speaker: Padre Pio, 
president of Christian Aid partner the 
Association for Building Communities 
- Angola. Tickets are free. Reserve your 
ticket by phoning 01865 246818 or 
email oxford@christian-aid.org 
 
 

The Flowering Tree by Roger Wagner 
from Bishop Richard’s new book.  
See 28 November entry plus see page five 
to win a copy of The image of Christ in 
Modern Art.
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